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INTROLliCTIOK" 

A. Appointiiient and mandate cf the Expert 

1. At i t s th i r ty -s ix th session the C ommJ. s si on on Hwiaji Sights had before i t for 
i t s consideration a study on the situation of htiraan r ights in Eqxiatorial Gmnea 
( e / CN. 4 / 1 3 7 1 and Cor r . l ) submitted .by the Special Rapporteur. Professor Fernando 
Volio Jimenez,, appointed in accordance vrith Oominission resolution 15 (XXXV). 

2. Pollox>,'ing i t s consideratio.n o.f the Special Kapporteur ' s report, on 11 March I98O 
the Comimission adopted resolution 53 (XXXVI) l / by vhich i t decided, in response to 
the reqy.est^of the Govemmeni; of Eauatorial Guinea, to reqviest th.e Secretaiy-General 
to appoLnt, as an expert in his individual ca,p.acity, a person with wide experience 
of the situation, in Equatorial Guinea, in part icular with a view to assist ing the 
Government of that co"iintry i.n talcing the -action necessary for the fu l l restorat ion of 
human r ights and funda,m.ental freedoms, .keeping in m-ind the rccomm.endations of the 
Special Rapporteur and the econom,icai, p o l i t i c a l and. social r e a l i t i e s of that country. 
I t requested the Secret.ary-0;neral, in consultation with the, expert, to provide the 
assistance necessary for the fu l l restcration cf human r ights and fund^J^^ent3.1 
freedom.s in that coimtry. I t ha.s .also requested the expert to submit a report on 
the .implementation of this resolution to the Com,mission for consideration at i t s 
thir ty-se vsnth se s si on. 

3. The Economic and Social Council adopted on 2 Mjiy I960 decision 1980/137? ^7 
which i t approved the decision of the Commission on Hujuan Rights on Equatorial Guinea 
as contained in resolution 33 (XXXVl) of 11 March 1960, In this context, the 
Secreta,ry~Ge.nero,l appointed Professor Fernando Vol.Lo Jim.é.nez oJ:' Costa. .Rica as Expert 
in his individua,l ca.p3,city to carry out the above mcindate. By l e t t e r of 
19 September I98O Professor Vol io accepted his .nomination as expert for the 
im.plementati0.1.1 of Commission on Human Eights resolution 33 (XX>IVl). By cable of 
1 Octobei' I98O 2/ the Goverimrient of Equatorial Guinea had accepted the nomination of 
Professor Volio as the Expert. 

B. Meeting in Hew York with hig '-ranJcing Hnited H^.tions o f f i c i a l s 
and the representatives of the Government of Equatorial Guinea 

4. On 6 October I98O, the Expert had consultations with Mr, iH)di:arahim A. Farah, 
Hnder-Secretary-General for Tochnica,! Co-operavtion a,nd iUrvelopment, Also present 
at the meeting were Mr. '.ïbeo C. van Seven, Hirector of the Division of Human Rights, 
and Mr. Donald E. P i tzpatr ick , Special A,-:si3tant for P o l i t i c a l and IR-unanitarian 
A f f a i r s . The meeting discussed the nature of .the Expert 's mandate under Commission 
resolution 33 (-XXXVl) and i t s re la t ion to the implementation of General Assembly 
resolution 34/^23, v/hich requ.ested the Socrctary-Generad to mobilize resour'ces for an 
international prograimne of f inancia l , technical and material assistance to 
.Equatorial Guinea in order to mieet the short-term aiud long-term, reconstruction , 
rehabi l i ta t ion .and devalopment needs of the; country. 
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5. On 8 October 1980 the Expert held consultations with Mr. Antonio Mba ffaongo, 
Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign A f fa i r s , and ilinbassador Nvono F±ca, 
Perma'^,"^t Represon+atii'o of Ecuetorisl Guinea to the United Nations. Also 
part ic ipat ing in the consultations were Mr. Gordon K. Goimdrey, 
Assistant-Secrotary-General and Mr- Thee 0. ran Boven, The participants in the 
meeting were a.ware of the report of the Secretary-General (A/35/447)j which had just 
been issued, on assistance to Equatorial Guinea to enable the country to meet som.e 
of i t s urgent rehabi l i ta t ion, reconstruction ancl development needs. In discussing 
the re lat ion of the mandate of the Expert under Conanission resolution 33 (XXXVI) and 
implem.entation of C-eneral Assemxbly resolution 34/123 referred to above, the 
partieipa,nts took into account the viev/s of potential donors that in implementing the 
programme of assistance special attention should be given to th,e need for the 
restorat ion of human r ights in the co-iintry. I t was also emphasized that the mandate 
of Professor Volio was mainly of an advisory nature. 

6. The Expert expressed the view that the assistance referred to in Commiission 
resolution,33 (XXXVl), paragraph 2, should be considered as an integral part of the 
plan which he was preparing for the fu l l restoration of humaji r ights in 
Equatoria.1 Guinea. He was also of the opinion that a l l e f f o r ts miust be m.ade to 
m.obilize help and. assistance to Equatorial Guinea in accoxttance with the terias of 
resolution 33 (XXXVl), paragraph 5-

7. On 10 October 1990, the Expert held further consultation-s with the two 
3:epresentatives of Equatorial Guinea,. The meeting v/as also attended by 
Mr. Thee C. van Boven and Mr. Donald E, F i tzpatr ick, In the course of the meeting, 
the Expert presented to the representatives of Equatorial Guinea his plan for the 
fu l l restorat ion of hurnian r ights in that country, which he ha.d revised in the l i ght 
of the viev;s expressed at the two preceding meetings. Af ter having read the plan and 
a f ter receiv ing clcirifica.tion on certe.in points fromi the Expert, the representa.tives 
of Equatorial Guinea stated that in pr inciple they would agree with the plan, but 
would submit i t to their Governm^ont for •.:;onsideration. - The mieeting also discussed 
preparations for the Expert 's v i s i t to Equatorial Guinea as envisaged in the plan. 
The Expert also requested the representatives of Equatorial ^-uinea to furnish Mm with 
up-to-date answers to the questionnaires he had given to various Commxissioners a.nd 
o f f i c i a l s during his v i s i t to the country m Novemiber 1979 (see annexes to 
document E/CN.4/137I of 12 February I98O). 

8. On the se.ra.e d,aj, in" comipliance with the request of the representa,tives of 
Equatorial Guinea, the Expert prepared a l i s t of goverrmient o f f ic ic i ls and other 
personal i t ies he woudd l ike to see during his v i s i t to the countrj-. l î i is l i s t i s 
attached to the plan. 

9. The text of the plein prepared by the Expert and the l i s t referred to in the 
pi-'eceding paragraph are reproduced in annex I I I to the report . 

10. The ple.n prepared by the Expert to assist the Governmient of Equatorial Guinea in 
i t s e f f o r t s to achieve tlae fu l l restoration of hunan r ights in the country m.ay be 
summarized as fo l lows; 

(1) The 'Qiree-Stage Plan v/ill be put into e f f ec t taking into considéra.tion the 
conditions of the country and i t s socio-cult^oral herit^ige and also keeping in 
m.ind the urgency that every Government should give to the e f f ec t i ve 
implemente.tion of human r i ghts ; 
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(2) (a ) In the f i r s t sta-ge 

( i ) - The Expert should ma,ke a review of the exist ing legisla.t ion in 
Equatorial Guinea. Attention should be given to the l ecrees issued by the 
Supreme Mi l i tary Council from. 3 August 1979 unti l Novem.ber : 1980 in the 
economic, social and p o l i t i c a l f i e l d s . He should a,lso consider the 
custom.ary laws of Equatorial Guinea, a s wel l as the lax-zs, pra^ctices and 
relevant jurisprudence of the Spanish system, in that country. As a 
prSuCtical m.atter, adequate attention should be given to the situation 
a f f e c t i n g ladoour c o n d i t i o n s on ca.cao p l a n t a t i o n s ; 

( i i ) The Expert would help the C^ovemment to examine the manner in which their 
Decrees should be implemented a„nd to what' extent the c i t i zens a,re 
acquainted with themi and can make use of them t o protect their fundamental 
r ights and freed.oms| 

( i i i ) The Expert could suggest new decrees â nd refor.ms to the Government with a 
view to strengthening the "rule of law"; 

( i v ) The Expert could m.ake to the Government of Equatorial Guinea the preliminary 
recommenda.tions that he deem.s appropriate and w i l l advise the Government on 
the draft ing of laws â nd codes required for the improvement of the'system for 
the protection and promiotion o f hurniaji r i ghts ; 

(b) In the' second stage 

( i ) Attention should be given to the task of draft ing a Constitution and 
preparing gradual measures that w i l l allow c i t i zens to part ic ipate . .in a 
constructive and responsible way in the consideration ancl approval of the 
new Constitution. The l ega l measures that w i l l be put into e f f ec t , in 
accordance v/ith what has been suggested in the f i r s t stage, w i l l f a c i l i t a t e 
the measuxes leading to the draft ing of the Constitution in the second stage; 

( i i ) . I t woul: be advisable to give m-re incentive to the c i t i z ens .of 
Equatorial Guinea who f l ed the country during the Macias Government to other 
countries (Cam.eroon, Gabon, Nigeria a.nd Spain, in part icular ) to return to 
their own country. I t would be especia l ly a^dvisemble to give more 
assura^nces to professional persons ajid, generally speaiing, to in te l l ec tua ls , 
and malce them f ee l that they w i l l be safe in their own coimtry and tha.t 
tliey w i l l be allowed to participante in a creative way in a^ll sectors of the 
reconstruction of the country; 

( i i i ) Also in the second stage, the imiprovement of the exist ing conditions in the 
educational system, as wel l as in the f i e ld of the status of women, freedom 
of the press, public heal'fch and training of public employees (an a^dequate 
system of c i v i l serv ice ) should be prom-oted; 

(c ) In the third st'igo 

A Constitutional Convention or Constituent Assembly should be Gonvened""to 
draft a new Constitution, and. subsequently a referendum should be cal led 
with the purpose of subm.itting the new Constitution for the' approval of the 
c i t i z ens . In this stage the pa,rticipation of po l i t ica , ! part ies would be 
envise^ged or, at l east , groups representing various socieol sectors of 
society should be alole to express the ir opinion on the referendum. 
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(3) Subsequently the United Nations, and in partici i lar the Conimigsion on 
Human Rights, should medce periodic evaluations of the im.plementation of this 
Plan, bearing in m.ind the terms of Corariission resolution 33 (XXXVl) â nd of 
GeneraH Assembly resolution 34/123-

1 1 . The Plan also envisages a one-week v i s i t by the Expert to Equatorial Guinea for 
consul tactions m.ainly v/ith government o f f i c i a l s pr inc ipal ly in MaJabo and Bats». In 
view of (ci) his fami l ia r i ty with Hdman r ights conditions in Equa.torial Guinea,, as a 
result of the fact- f inding miission he -ondertook to the country last year pursuant to 
Comm.ission resolution I5 (XXXV), (b) the advisory natujre of his mission ^under 
Commission resolution 33 (XXXVl), a,nd ( c ) the lixmited tltae at his disposal for the 
preparation of the report for submission to the Comjnission at i t s thirty-seventh session, 
the Expert believed that one week wop.ld be suf f ic ient for the v i s i t to EquatorieH Guinea. 

1 2 . In connection with his v i s i t to Equatorial Guhnea the Expert also stated in the 
Plan that the Government should designate a high-ranking o f f i c i a l to act as lia-ison, 
with the necessary authority to secujre access to government o f f i c i a l s cind to 
f a c i l i t a t e his mia«nda,te in other respects as we l l , before a,nd during his v i s i t to the 
country. Last but not l eas t , the Expert a.nd his staf f should be provided with aJl 
necessa,ry f a c i l i t i e s to accomrplish his m^andate, as vrell as fu l l diplomatic p r i v i l eges 
and immiunities. 

C. Ilie acceptance by the Goverraaent of Equatorial Guinea 
of the 'Ihree-Sta.ge Plan proposed by the Expert 

1 3 . By l e t t e r of 17 October I98O, 3 / Mr. Antonio JTba Ndongo, Technical 
Secretary-General, Ministry of Foreign A f f a i r s , informed the Director of the Divis ion 
of Human Rights that "the Guinea^n Government has a.ccepted the entire working plan a.nd 
has ta,ken the necessary measures in order to f a c i l i t a t e the work of 
Professor Volio Jimenez during the course of his màssion in Equatorial Guinea". 
Subsequently, on 12 November 19'30, informa,tion was received from the Permanent Mission 
of Equatorial Guinea to the United Nations in New York that Mr. Antonio FIba Ndongo 
would act as co-ordinator for Professor Ve l i o ' s mission. Professor Vol io expressed 
his sat is fact ion with the appointmient of Mr. Antonio Eba Ndongo as co-ordinator. 
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1 5 . On 25 November I9OO, the Expert met lI.E. Mr. Alejandro Evuna Owono, 
Ambassador of Equatorial Guinea to Sixain. The discussion centred on the 
pre-paration of his v i s i t to Ecfuatorial Guineci, including the request for v i sas . 

C. •Arrival at Ifa.labo 

1 6 . As scheduled, the Expert and his teami arrived at Malabo on Thursda.y, 
27 Novemfoer I 9 8 O . He was welcomjod by fir. Antonio lîba Ndongo, the co-ordinator 
and a number of o f f i c i a l s of the Protocol Department, Also present at the 
airport to meet him v;as Mi?. Gerd Merrem, the UNDP Resident Representative in 
Equatorial Guinea. The Expert was interviewed by a loca l te lev is ion correspondent 
on the scope and purpose of the mmssion. 

D, Work a c t i v i t i e s during the v i s i t 

1 7 . The f i r s t itemi of business on the day fol lowing his arr iva l v/as a meeting 
with the o f f i c i a l s of the Protocol Department to discuss the work programme 
during the v i s i t . The discussion was based on a time-table prepared, by the 
Expert before his ar r i va l at Malabo. The or ig inal work programme \.io.s 
subsec{uently amended taking into account certtiin points raised by-the o f f i c i a l s 
of the Protocol l!epartm.ent. The work programme a.s revised i s reproduced as 
annex V to the report . I t should be noted that the meeting scheduled inlth 
Mr. Federico Mesa B i l l , Secretario General Té'cnico de la Junta ïécnica del 
Consejo M i l i t a r , v/as cancelled because Mr. B i l l was umva i lab l e . 

18. In the course of im,plementing the work programmie the Escpert encountered 
some d i f f i c u l t i e s mainly be cause some persons were unavailable at the time 
scheduled for meetings. As a resu l t , som.e unexpected delays occurred and these 
necessitated da i ly changes in the agreed work programmie. 

1 9 . Another d i f f i cu l t y which slowed down the pace of the work of the Expert 
during his stsiy in the country was the late a va i l ab i l i t y of the relevo/nt laws and 
decrees as promised. In spite of numsroun romiinders, most of these lav;s and 
d.ecrees x-iere not received by the Expert until 6 p.m. on Uedmesday, 
3 December I9OO, the las t day of his v i s i t . This was also the case with the 

4/ See Annex V I , 

I . VISIT OF TlIE EXPERT TO SPAIN AÎ ID EQUATORIilL GUINEA 

^ ' Meeting uith o f i i c i a l s of the Ministry of-Foreign"Affairs jjf Spain 

1 4 . At the p3repara,tory meeting in New lork 'V ; i th the reprcr-entatives of 
Equatorial Guinea, the Expert was informied of the existence of a b i la te ra l 
agreement betv;een Spain ami Equatorial Guinea on the provision of l ega l advice 
vn'-th a viev; to improving the ex ist ing adm,inistration of justice in ; 
Equatorial Guinea. In view of the nature of li is mandate, and taking into 
account the Three-Stage Plan for the•restoration of hunnn r ights in 
Equatorial Guinea, i t was suggested that it would be useful for the Eirpert to 
see the appropriate o f f i c i a l s of the Spanish Government before proceeding to 
Equatorial Guinea in order to be infonaed of the nature of "this assistance. 
Accordingly, on 24 'Novemher I 9 S O , the Expert met Mr. Pedro. Lopez Aguirre-Pengoa, 
Director-General for African A f f a i r s , of the Spanish Ministry of Foreign A f fa i rs 
and Mr, Juan Maria Alz ina, Director-General for Sub-Saharan A f r i ca . The two 
o f f i c i a l s informed the Expert, in summary fojmi, of the lega l advice vdiich Spain, 
i s giving to Equatorial Guincci. 

B. Consultation with the Ambassa,dor of Erruatorial Guinea,, in Madrid 
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ansivers to the questionnaires vjhich the Expert had subraitted to the various 
Ministr ies during his f i r s t v i s i t to Equatoricil Guinea in 1 9 7 9 ' In the opinion 
of the Expert, these • d i f f i cu l t i e s v/Gre rjsiinly due to the present inadequacy of 
the administrative machinery rather than to s.nj intention on the part of the 
Government to hamper the uork of the Expert. 

20. In the course of his stay, the Ejqport h e l d consultations with r. number cf 
authorit ies in Equatorial Guinea in accordance v/ith a programme agreed to 
between himself and the Government. In addit ion, he undertook other a c t i v i t i e s 
and meetings, ( indicated below with an sisteriok) on his ov/n i n i t i a t i v e . 

(a ) ^'}^MMjL^^.MïÈFi^Ll2§^. 

Meeting with Mr. Sanz Bayon, l ega l consultant provided by .the 
Spanish Government to ass is t the Governiiient of Equatorial Guinea 
in the drafting of nevj l e g i s l a t i on . 

(^) Friday, 28 November 19S0 

( i ) Attendance o.t a court of session. 

( i i ) Meeting with Mr. G.'Merrem, the lirffiP Resident Representative. 

( i i i ) Meeting with Mr. Bonneau, an ILO expert who has been appointed 
to ass ist the Government iii the draft ing of a labour agreement 
for the recz-uitmient'of plantation labourers. 

( c ) Saturday, 29 Nove.mber_ IgSO 

( i ) Meetings with goverraTient o f f i c i a l s as fo l lows: 

Mijils_try. of Gulture and Education 

Mr. lARSICIO MENE AiESO, Mi l i t£.ry GoJEaissioner 
Mr. Daniel MBA' EDEMINSOGC, Tochrdcal Secretary 

Secretariat of the Presidency 

Mr. Federico IESil BILL CONCdJE, Se eretar^z-General of the Government 

Ministry of Hea1th 

Mr. Pablo ESONO OBAMâ EYANG, Mi l i tary Commiissioner 
Mr. Anselme NSÏÏE, Doctor and pharmacist 

Ministry of Labo'ur 

Mr. Marce'J.ino ASLWJ NSHE, Mi l i tary Commissioner 
Mr. Angel ÎDONG MI CM, Technical Secretary 
fix. Fernando HICO NS'GE 
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Ministry of Justice 

Mr. Policarpo IISSUY MBA, Mi l i tary Comiaissionor 
Mr. Jose MNGA AIDEME, Deputy Mi l i tary Coinniissioner 
Mr. Alfredo TOMS KIÎÎG THOMAS, Technical Secretary 
Mr. Leoncio EDJAHG, Deputy Technical Secretary 
Mr. Jose Luis MAHC SICACHA, Technical Director of Justice 
Mr. Jose Luis JOHES DOHGAH, Technical Director of Registry and 
notaries 
Mr. Si lvestre SIDE BIIETTA, State Counsel in tivo courts 

: Mr. Adolfo Î roOHGO MICILl MEl, Notary • . ... 

( i i ) - " 'Vis i t to the Santuario Claret, a Catholic Parish at Malaho, and 
meeting uith txio p r i e s t s . 

(d ) SiLineia;̂ _j__JO_J^^ 

V i s i t to a Catholic school at Bas i le , where the Expert met with three 
nuns ; 

V i s i t to Luha, a c i ty about 56 1cm fromi Malabo and loca.ted in the south 
• of the island of Bioko.-"- There the Expert v i s i t ed a hospital and met a 

number of priva.te persons, including a pr i es t , a teacher, a bank d irector , 
two policomon, some fishermen aaid worke3--s; 

'^'-Qn the way ba.ck to î'Ialabo, the Ex-pej-'t v is i ted a, pr.ivate co.cao plantation, 
where he mot a numdoer of leibourers and d.iscussed labour conditions at 
the -planta.tiens. 

( e ) Monday, 1. Docember I 9 G O 

The whole day v/as devoted to mieotings with o fx ic fa ls of the Ministry 
of the Intejrior, including; 

Mr. Eelipe OVOHO l'EÎIAlA, Deputy Mi l i tary CoiiTmissioner 
Mr, Faustina EPALEP.;\.LE ILIHA, Technical Secretary 
Mr. Inocencio UPOLAV/SOH MECIÎEBA, Deputy Technical Secretarjr 

( f ) Tue sday ,̂  2 De cember IgoO 

In the miornin.g, mioetings i.-ith o f f i c i a l s of the Ministry of Agriculture 
incl udi-ng: 

Mr. Paulino OEIAHG EKAMA, Commissioner 
Fir. Donate OHDO BFUA, Deputy Commissioner 
Mr. Emiliano BUAIE BORICO, Technical Secretary 
Meeting with Mr, Alonso RABAT ICACA, Deputy Mayor of Malabo 

In the afternoon the Ex-pert was jrocoived. by the F i rs t Vice-President, 
H.E. YiX. Florencio HAYS EIA MAHGHE (see paras. 22 and 54) 

http://pa.se
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(S) Viednesday, g Do cerii'ber_l_900 

( i ) The Ejcpertvjas received in a.udience by the President, 
H.E. Mr. Teodoro OBIilliG hGdStL-L IffiASOGO (see para. ' 2 3 ) 

"^^ii) V i s i t s to an eicEicntary school and to the radio and te lev is ion 
o -!--• 

21. In a.ddition to the a,bove-mentioneâ o i f i c i a l s and persons, the Expert 
o r i g ina l l y intended to see SOEO otlier persons, including educe^tors, and leaders 
of non-Catholic churches. Unfortumtely, these persons nQxe not avai lable 
during the v/eelc of his v i s i t . During his v i s i t to the Methodist Church at 
I-'fetlabo on 3 '"ecember 1980, the people present at the premises of the Church 
informed the Expert that- Church services on Sunday had been resumed since the 
present Government had come to po\ier. 

22. During his meeting v;ith the F i rs t Vice-President, on 2 "December 1980, the 
Expert discussed ifith him, his preliminary observations and suggestions f o r the 
restoration of huDian r ights in Equatorial Guinea. 

23. During the audience with H.E. Mr. Teodoro OBLING NGrUEM MGiiSOGO, President 
of Equatorial Guinea, on 3 Decemdcer 1930, the l a t t e r gave an over-a l l picture of 
the multifarious problems involved in the rehabi l i tat ion and reconstruction of 
his country. The President stated that he vas a lso fu l l y aware of the hum.an 
rights aspects of those problems and recognized the imgjortance of the mandate of 
the Expert in assist ing his Government in i t s e f f o r t s to restore fu l l y human rights 
in Equatorial Guinea. 

24. Vi/hen the Expert hatd prepe^red his or ig inal work progrâ mmiO for his v i s i t to 
Equatorial Guinea, he had intended to devote the f i r s t three dâ ys of hiis stay at 
Malabo to meetings with all, the relevant ministers and Government o f f i c i a l s and 
obtain from them a l l the nocessaiy information, including the pertinent l£iv;s a.nd 
decrees issued between 5 August 1979 and November 198O, and the rep l ies to the 
questionnaires (:;::i0 document E/CII.4/1371 ; • He would then have studied a l l the 
information provided by the Governmient and have used the las t few days for a 
review of a l l the l eg i s la t ions cand for c la r i f i ca t i on of certain points, as required. 
Hovjever, as stated e a r l i e r , in vio\j of the delays and rejjcated modifications of the 
schedule of the ijork progrrur-me , i t vjas not possible' to carry out l i i s miission as 
o r i g ina l l y planneci. For example, at the end of the fourth day, the Exrpert had not 
yet completed his meetings with a l l the com.petent government o f f i c i a l s . As shown 
in paragraph 5? 'the meetings with the Minister of th-e In te r io r and the Minister of 
Agriculture were helf' only on 1 and 2 Dsceral»r respect ive ly . Under tlie 
circumstances the Expert, keeping in mind the advisory natuœ of his mandate 
under resolution 33 (kXiCVl), his fami l ia r i ty -./ith the conditions on .the mainland 
as a result of his recent fact- f inding mission undertaken under resolution 15 (XXXV) 
and the lim.ited'time at, his disposeJ., decided to cancel the scheduiled v i s i t to 
Bata, in Bio Muni, In his view, îie should concentra/te more in tlalabo on the 
study of the decrees and l eg i s la t i ons rabjier than spend his very l imited tim.e on 
a. v i s i t to Bata. • -

25. The Expert l e f t Equatorial Guinea on Thursday, 4 December I98O. At the 
airport to bid him farewell, were LIr. Antonio Ml3a Ndongo,, the co-ordinator, tlio 
Protocol o f f i c i a l s who had been assist ing him. during his stay in the country, a. 
number of other high-ran]-:ing goverriment o f f i c i a l s and Mr. G. Merrem, the UNDP 
Resident Representative, Also present was Mr. Julio Ndong Lia, Legal Adviser to 
tlie President, \;ho infoi'med the Export that tlie President v;as pleased with the 
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meeting he had head \. ' i th the Expert and thai" he \jisliod the Expert success in his 
work J vh'iich v;oul'd contribute to the fu l l restora-tion of huiïi3.n righbs in • 
Equatorial Guinea. Eofore his departure the Expert v;as again interviewed by a 
local t e l ev i s ion correspondent on lîis iinpressions amd the result of his mission. 

2 6 . The Expert \jould l ike to express his deep appreelation for the f a c i l i t i e s and 
co-operation provided by the Government of Equatorial Guinea in carrying out his 
tasks during his ataj in the countiy. he would also l ike to eDqpreso gratitude to 
the UKDP Eesident Eeprosentativo at Malabo for his valuable assistance and 
CO -ope ra t i on. 

E. Preliminary observations of the Exq^ert on the implementation of his 
mandate under resolution 3 3 (XJGîVl) of tho^Commission on Human Eights 

2 7 . At every meeting with the government o f f i c i a l s of the various ministr ies , the 
Ejcpert presented to them liis views and suggestions with regard to the improveirent 
and promotion of resioect for hurxm r ights in tlioir I 'espective f i e l d s . Piscussions 
followed on certoHn points raised by the o f f i c i a l s and clarif icGh ' , ions v;ero requested 
by the Expert. In the l.ight of these discussions, and taking into account his 
Three-Stage Plan, which had already been approved by the Government of 
Equatorial Guinoa, the Export prepared the follov/ing ]orelim,inary observtitions 
concerning the fu l l r e 3 t o r o , t i o R of Liuman rights in Ec|Uatorial Guinea. 

23. "The Expert \/as not able to study tiie legis] ,at ion of Ecjuatorial Guinea, 
espec ia l ly the most recenl; l e g i s l a t i on , because as of 4 p.m. on ' the day pireceding 
his departure he had received only a small part of i t . He\'-ertholeso, he was able 
to study hecroe-Law Ho. 3/19OO of 12 Parch I98O on the lega.l régime of the central 
administration of idic State , Pc creo-Lavj Ho. 1 0 / L 9 7 9 of 1 7 November 1 9 7 9 on the 
investment of foreign capittil in the i L O p u b l i c ox Equatorial Gni.naa ant" the 
Judicial Power Oj?gianization B i l l . Because of their importa.nce a.nd, scope, the 
Expert resolved to study those instruments raoro thoroughly a f t e r his v i s i t to 
Equa.torial Guinea. 

2 9 . In addition^ the Expert loariiod during his iisetings with various 
Commissioners tliat thiere wore in oxisfcence a nuiaber of other laivs tind b i l l s on 
sevoj^al matters of imj;orta.nco. That l eg i s l a t i on includ.ed the Gonorad B i l l on 
Education, the Ifedical and Pl'iarmaceutica]. Training B i l l or Act , the draft 
C iv i l Service Sta.tute and the School of Public Administraition B i l l . The Expert 
was also told that considoi'ation had been given to Vae drafting of a î l in istry of 
Labour Orga.nization B i l l -.jith the assistance of I I JO . Other l eg i s l a t i on 
concerning the labour régim.o , educa/fcion and government administration, r̂ nd 
regulations for the applica.tion of the l eg i s l a t i on alreaidy in force or to be 
promulgated in tlie future appeared to be at the preliminary prepaj^ation sta,ge . 

3 0 . Luring his meebings with soveiad Commissioners and the ir principal assistants, 
the Expert collected useful and im.portont inform.ation rej.evant to hia m.andate. 
For the most p)art, the addi'biona], information he h<ÀÙ requested, from each o f them 
had not reached him by uho day pj:e cc;;iing his departure. The Expert had 
repeatedJ.y asked for that .hifoimiation. He hĉ .d aj.so cxsked foi ' informa,tion 
concelining the c[uestionnaii"os which the Special Rapporteur, a,ppointed in 
conformity with resolution 1 5 (hhXV) of tj^e Commission on Human Eights had 
submitted to most of the Commissioners for consic'eration in November 1 9 7 9 ' The 
Expert repeated the cuestions contained in the questd.onnairos on the daiy of h i s 
arr iva l in îklabo and r;uring his v i s i t s to the va,riouo ministr ies , pointing out 
that i t was neccsoary to bri.ng the rep l ies ui;) to date and to elaboi'at,i on 
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the informaLtion so that i t covered uhat had heen achieved so far . Although the 
majority of the Conmiissioners made verbal reference to those questions, only the 
I l inister of Justice presented his reply to the Expert. The others promised to 
send their rep l i es at a l a t e r date. 

31. In conform.ity \;ith his mandate and -under the terms of the Plan of V/ork 
approved by the Government, the Expert also obtained information from private and 
other o f f i c i a l sources lihich d i f fered from that pirovided by the Commissioners. 
He obtained that information during his v i s i t to the in te r io r of Pioko. 

32. Without prejudice to any additionad information he might obtain in 
Equatorial Guinea and any information he might request and obtain a f te r leaving 
the country, and vjith the necessary reservation due to the nature of such 
information, the Expert ventures to mcike the folloviing preliminary recommendations 
vjhich, in his opinion, may usefully contribute to the Gox'-ernment ' s e f f o r t s to 
ensure e f f ec t i ve respect for e.ll human r i gh ts . 

(a ) The Judicial Power Organization B i l l should bo discussed and approved, 
and the corresponding regulations for i t s application prepared, as soon as 
possible . In accordance v/ith the Ministry of Just ice 's own calendar, the 
Expert suggests that this l e g i s l a t i on should be r^pproved b;/ next January or 
during the f i r s t quarter of 1931. The l e g i s l a t i on would establish an 
appropriate l ega l systemi to assert the rule of law and thus provide guarantees 
of respect for human r i gh ts . The Expert reserves f inal juugaraent on this 
l e g i s l a t i on unt i l such time as he has studied i t thoroughly, but he considers i t 
absolutely essential that i t should be promulgated as soon as possible since i t 
would represent a substantial im.provomicnt on the current system. 

(b) The nuiiiber of lawyers in Equatoi-ial Guinea should be increased. There 
are at present insuf f ic ient lax^ysrs to attend to the many and complex ta^sks of 
their profession, espec ia l ly i f the fact that they are nov; c i v i l servants i s 
taken into account. I t i s also essential to train practising la.wyers in the 
nev; ta.sks that w i l l be icequired under the new l eg i s l a t i on v;hoss implementation 
i s now be i ng c o n :: i. cLe re d . 

For the foregoing reasons, the E:qoert suggests that a laii school should be 
estadolished and a system, of further training for practising lawyers prepaa-sd, . 
and this without prejudice to anj fell.owships the Goverrmient may nov.' be using 
for this purpose under b i la te ra l a^greemients. 

In his report , the Expert would propose that an expert should be sent for 
the lawyer training pro ject , 

( c ) The fu l l e s t possible support should be given to the programme of 
popular lega.l education which the Expert has been told i s in progress. This i s 
essential in order that c i t izens (the common ma.n) m.ay learn about their lega l 
r ights and guarantees and make use of them. Among other m,sasures directed 
toward s the same goal , the Export suggests that simple instruction booklets 
should be prepared for use in educational centres, re l ig ious communities, work 
centres such as cacao plantations, and other sim-ilar centres; they should 
e f f e c t i v e l y disseminate information on lega l r ights and guarantees. 

Similar ly, the provisions re lat ing to prison procedures should be 
implemented and disseminated am.ong the publ ic. 
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(d) I t i s very important that the Governmsnt's i n i t i a t i v e of estahlishing 
a Ministry for the Advancement of V/omen should be put into practice since, in the 
opinion of the Expert, tho lega l equaJity o f xjomen should be given special 
p r i o r i t y . The EjqDert agrees i/ith the Government on this point . The Government's 
plan should therefore be put into practice during the f i r s t qitarter of 1 9 3 1 . 
At the same time, i t i s necessary to study the procedure for establishing a 
Preparatory Commhssion for the Ministry, composed for the most part of 
professional vyomen. Nuns could formj i t s nucleus. 

Of course, the advancement of i-./omen v; i l l not be achieved through ministoriad 
action alone. Basical ly , since this is a culturaJ. problem, the process of 
achieving equal r ights for v/omen should start in the schools. The Expert 
accordingly recommended to the Minister or Coramiissioner of Education that ideas 
on this issue should be developed v e r t i c a l l y , so that fromi childhood onv/ards the 
values of the essential dignity o f v;omen uml the ir no less essential equa<.lity 
v/ith respect to men may be finrny established. 

(e ) In the labour f i e l d , the Eiqjort f ee l s that greater incent.ives should 
be-provided for agricultural v/orkers, espec ia l ly cacao plantation v/orkers, in 
order that the national l eve l of Gmploym,ent may be increased. The system 
v;hich the Ministry of Labour is introducing on an experim.ental basis and v/hich 
involves the v/orking by independent farmers of tv/o or three hectares of cacao 
belonging to priva.te ov/ners, i- i ith credit offered by the ov/ners for f o r t i l i z e r s 
and some implements against the sale of the harvest, could prove to be viable 
and at t ract ive to aigricultural v/orkers. The E:>rpert formed this impression 
during conversations v/ith v/orkors. In addit ion, as suggested to Ministry of 
Justice o f f i c i a l s , the E^cpert bel ieves that this experim.ent could contribute 
to the fu l l e r dovelopmient of co-opei-ativss in this sector of agricultural 

• production. The experim-ent should, accordingly, be implemented on a 
su f f i c i ent ly wide' scale to lead to a real system, vdiich w i l l be the forerunner 
of enterprises managed by the v/orkors themselves. 

The Expert further suggests t h a t vjorl:ing conditions on the plantations 
should be miodified since they do not appear to be such as t o ensure an 
essential minimumi l eve l of wel l -being. To this end, the Expert suggests that 
a spec ia l is t in the subject should go to the country, within the framevyork of the 
Expert 's mission and in conformity with his Plovn of Work. 

( f ) Although he i s not yet familiarr with the Education B i l l , the Expert 
suggests on the basis o f the information v/hich the Minister of Education gave 
him and in conformity with v/ha.t was auggeotcn in the meeting with the Minister, 
that this B i l l should focus i t s attention on the training of c i t izens in the 
values of representative democracy, l i n l ' i n g t i i o s e values to the indigenous 
cultural heritage that cam enrich them said promote the adoption of a democratic 
regime peculiar to Equatorial Guinea v/hich w i l l permit the fu l l exercise of 
human r ights . 

Obviously, in order to achieve educational goals i t i s essential to improve 
the professional and working conditions of teachers. The Expert suggests that 
in this area of ed.ucation high p r i o r i t y should be given not only to the training 
of future teachers, but also to the further training of ex ist ing teachers 
(refresher courses). The Expert could suggest that a United Nations ojqpert 
should be sent t o assist the Government in the task of advancing current pla.ns 
and to play a caitalytic r o l e , v/ithout prejudice to exist ing b i la tera l a id . 
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( g ) Since private eciucation, espec ia l ly oduoation provided by re l ig ious 
orders, eases the burden on the State and has i t s own higher values,, the Expert 
f ee ls that the Government should give a f i l l i p to such education through such 
measures as the fu l l return of property belonging to Churches v.hich provide 
ed.ucation. 

(h) The dï-aft C iv i l Service Statute should bo put into force in order to 
regulate matters concorning the' duties and r ights of members of the administration 
and to set a s tandoL rd of e f f i c i ency that i s essential for every Governmient , and 
espec ia l ly one dedicated to the tasl: of national r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . This instrument 
too should be put into pra.ctice dui-ing the ear ly j ^ a r t of I9SI . 

( i ) On the basis o f informjation which he has received, the Expert f ee l s 
that there i s an urgent need to establish a school of aumiinistration for public 
a c t i v i t i e s , such a s the one envisaged by tho Govern::nent. There i s no doubt 
that, for the purposes of the proper imrplementoucion of l e g i s l a t i on relahcing to 
human r i ghts , c i v i l servants must hax̂ e the -nccessai^r knov/ledge. In the case of 
l e g i s l a t i on already in force in the countrc^/, this appl ies , for examiple, to the 
implementation of the Act re lat ing to the Legal Eégime of the Central 
Admiinistration of the Sto.te \7hich contains modojrn provisions v;hooe implementation 
requires truly professional training and preparation. 

( j ) Similar ly, the basic codi f icat ion of the country should be prepared in 
order to replace the Spanish codes.of I96G, which were put into force on a 
supple tory basis hy the current Govermr.ent. In order to do th i s , i t i s 
essential to establish a draft ing committee for such v i t a l l y important codes as 
the C i v i l , Penal, Commercial, Labour, Civ i l Procedure and Criminal Procedure Codes. 
A work schedule fo r this task should also be established. Tho Expert could 
suggest export assistance in this area, i/ithout prejudice to b i la te ra l a id . 

(k) Ifaturally, in this area' of fundamental laws, the main law, the 
P o l i t i c a l Constitution, crowns a system wdiich i s governed, by laij and protects 
human r ights . In other words, i t i s a dcmocï:citic Constitution. Since this 
question of the ne-,; Constitution requires more time (the Exp"'rt w i l l consider i t 
further on in this document), tïie Universal Declaration of. Human Rights should 
in the meantime be brouglrfc into force by .means of an appropriate decree-lav; so 
that i t may serve as a national lav/ in tb.e area of the fundamental freedoms of 
the c i t izens of Equa.tori.al Guinea. In addit ion, and in order that they may 
have the same lega l e f f e c t , tlie Expert consi;'.!ers i t desirable t h a t EquatorioJ. Guinea 
should accede to the 'United H.i'i;ions Intornational Covenants on Civ i l and P o l i t i c a l 
Rights and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, ana should ra t i f y them in due 
course. In that v/aiy the country v/ouj.d Iiave tlie necessary provisions for-the 
fu l l observance of basic r ights and g u a r a n b e G o . In accordance with the Expert 's 
plan of v/ork, the United hâtions, 'through i t s Divis ion of Human Rights, could 
advise the Government in 'this area. Tije Ejqpert considers 'this suggestion highly 
important because of 'the benefits i t would bring to the people. 

(1) The Expert also considejr's i t desira,ble and necessary 'that 
Equatorial Guinea should become a member of ILO and accede 'bo i t s principal 
conventions. 

(m) In this same eaaia of international conventions and declarations, the 
Expert ventures to drau/ sittention to those concerning m;a.rj:iage ^ th.e fam.ily and 
childhood 5 among other 'useful instrujyients, so t h a t thoy may servo as a. guide îox 
the improvemen'b of 'the conditions prevai l ing in this a r e a in Ec(ua,torial Guinea. 
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(n) Another law vihich the Ejqoert f ee ls v/ould he of great assistance in 
adequately promoting and protecting hum.an r ights i s the law on associations. 
This law would enable the country duly to promote and organize a c t i v i t i e s aimed 
at the association of c i t izens to defend common interests and a.t the same time 
d: part ic ipate i n t e l l i g en t l y and responsibly in po l i t i c a l r a t t e r s , since the 
joeople a.re the focus of a l l State a c t i v i t y and not just on the receiving end 
of government decisions, hov.'ever laudable may be the principles and init ia i t ives 
und-erlying those decisions. 

An Association Act vjould contribute - espec ia l ly through the practice of 
so l idar i ty in a l l areas and experience gained fromi t r i a l and error - to the 
préparation of c i t izens for the exercise of the ir r ight to vote when the tim.e 
comes for the democratic e lec t ion of government authorit ies at a l l l e v e l s . 

( o ) On the subject of e l ec tora l processes, the Expert considers i t desirable 
to return to the system, of popular e l ec t ion of the mem.bers of tov/n councils since 
not only would this represent the valuable restoration of a. good system, but i t 
would be a 'useful exercise for the greater tasks entailed in e lect ing a 
Government. On this point the Esqoert received contradictory information since 
he was told both that the town councillors were already being elected again 
and that the idea of e lect ing them again was m.erely under considérait ion. In 
any case, this tradit ional system in Equatorial Guinea should be strengthened. 

(p) In order to supervise the l e g i s l a t i v e process referred to above, 
together with any other equally basic legisla.t ion that may be required, the 
Expert f ee l s that the GoverrjiBent should establish a. special review commission 
which v/ill report d i rec t l y to the President of the Government and Head of State 
of Equatorial Guinea. This commission would be responsible for establishing an 
order of p r i o r i t i e s , in accordance v;ith the President 's d i rect ives and 
supervising the execution of the l e g i s l a t i v e programme. The commission i-;ould 
maJie monthly reports to the President and atii-amToal ex'aluation, vnithout 
prej'i:dice to any observations the President himself m,ight m;ake from tim.e to 
tiine v/henever he f e l t i t necessary. 

(q ) As for the dj?afting and approvcO.. of a national constitution, the 
Expert recomjuends that a schedule should be drawn up for the fo l lowing-stages: 
(1) establishment of a drafting comjaittes , v/ith the pa.rticipation of lav.'yers, 
ol'-her cjualified persons, and, persons v/ith p o l i t i c a l and ad,m.inistre.tive 
e-'perience ; (2) submission of the draft to the Govermsent for considei-ationj 
(3) submission by the Government of the approved draft for consid-eration by a 
Constitutiona.1 Assemibly or Conference; (4) holding of a popular referendum on 
ine Conference's decision; and l a s t l y (5) promulgation of the Constitution by 
the Gove rnaie nt . 

The Expert consideDrs that the fol lowing schedule for the execution of the 
plan described above m.ight useful ly be adopted, on a provisional basis and in, 
conformity v/ith the three-stage Plan of Uork; 1981 v/ould be devoted to the 
d-::afting of the codes and the adoption of the Universal bec la iat ion, the 
Covenants, and other leg is lat ions 1982 v/ould be devoted to the Associations Act 
and the establishment of a drafting com,mitteo to work on a. nev/ Constitution; 1983 
would devoted to the establishm.ent of the Constitutional Assembly or 
Conference to consider the tej-ct of the new Constitution; 1984 would be devoted 
to the promulgation and impiemonta.tien of the constitutional provisions, 
including those concerning the establishm;ent of the fundam.entaj State bodies 
aj-id pov/ers. 
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( r ) The Expert makes these suggestions and presents this general and 
provisiona], survey heajring in rrdnd bhe fact that h-uman rights \;il l he an 
essential part of the reconstruction e f f o r t i f i t is to taJce root and f lot ir ish, 
and to serve the l o f t y goals pursued hy every society uhich respects freedom 
and equal i ty , the true p i l l a r s of authentic democracy. 

( 3 ) The Expert vjishes to emphasize thad; this document i s of a provisional 
nature and 'that i t s purpose is to advance some of his preliminary suggestions, 
which v/ere derived from the impressions he gained during h i s week in 
Equatorial Guinea. The Ejq)ert io a'.mire of the fact that further studjr i s 
necessa^ry in order to assist the Governnîent more e f f e c t i v e l y in the tiisk of 
ensuring fu l l enjoyment of hui?ian r i ghts . Ho nevertheless l e l i e v e s that his 
mission w i l l login to hear f ru i t i f l":e expresses his f i r s t impressions a.nd 
suggestions. The Three-Sta.ge Pla.n pieviously approved by the Government can and 
should continue, on the basis of consultations in Geneva, I-Iadrid and Hew York 
with representatives of the Gove misent of Equa.tcrial Guinea and of the 
United Nations. Aroong o t h e r things, these consultations would serve to 
evaluate the implementation of the Plan as envisaged in the Plan i t s e l f . 

In addit ion, the Ejqoort wishes to make i t quite cleaLr that this documient 
should not-in any way be considered as his f inal report . I t merely àttonrpts t o 
serve as a. preliminary guide for putting into prractice those measures that 
could be adopted without awaiting the results of the f inal report 'which he is to 
submit for consideration by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights a t i t s 
thirty-seventh session to be held 'in February and March I9GI. 

( t ) Last ly , the Expert f ee l s i t nocessaiy to place on record the fact that 
the schedule suggested in th is document, nocessaiy as i t i s f o r the accoBrplishment 
of the Plan of V/oiic \;hich ho pie pared in Cctober of this year anO. v/hioh v/as 
accepted by the Gove3?nm.ont (the Three-Stage P l an ) , t r i e s to conform to the actual 
situation in Equatorial Guinea. Nev^erctheless, the Plan could be accomplished 
within a shorter period of tim,e. Everything depends on the feeling- of urgency 
a.nd ].evel of organization v/hich i s displayed by the Govemmaent and v/hic-h \/ill 
act as a spur to bhe wiiddle-level personnel called upon to i i sp lcnent higher 
decisions. This also appl ies, of course, to the constitutional programme, for 
i f i t was accelerated, the cause of humn rights ancl , at the same time, the 
national reconstruction e f f o r t v/ould be better served. 

33- Any observations tha/fc the Goverrmient may v/ish to make on these recommendations 
would be of great v-'alue to the Expert in enabling him to f u l f i l his mandate more 
e f f e c t i v e l y . " 

34> As mentioned in p a r a g r a p h 22,during his meeting with the F i rs t Vice-President, 
the Expert discussed v/ith him the above preliminary observadcions. The 
Vice-President was pleased with the ideas contained in them and stated that they 
shou ld not only be acceptable to the Government but that they deserved the 
Government's endorsement. On the following day, 3 December I98C, the Expert 
suhraitted in writ ing his preliminary observations to the Vice-President. As 
noted in' the preceding pa.ragraph? the reaction of the Governmient of 
Equatorial Guinea, to these preliminary obsoj?va.tions would be valuable to the 
Expert anil would enable him better to f u l f i l his mandate. 
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35. Subsequently, on 8 bocesiber 1930, at the request and on behalf of the 
Expert, the Divis ion of IIujTian Rights sent a reminder cable to the 
F i rs t Vice-President of Equatorial Guinea (through the bl-ÎDP Office in IJalabo), 
re i terat ing the Expert 's request for the Government's reaction to his preliminary 
observations, i f possible be'foi-e the Christmas holidays, so as to enable him to 
continue to work on his suggestions and recommendations for the fu l l restoration 
of human rights in Equatorial Guinea.. (See annex V I I I ) . 

35(a)As of the date of the f ina l i za t ion of this report (6 February 1931) no 
reply has been rece.ived from the Government of Equatorial Guinea. 
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I I . CONCLUSIONS AND ESCOM-'EIOAIIONS 

- A, ' • 

36. EquatoriaJ Gvinea i s a devastated country. The e f fects of a dictatorship tho„t 
lasted for 1 1 y e a r s are s t i l l to be seen toda.y, as the Ejcpert was able to confirm 
one jrear a f ter his f i r s t v i s i t to the country. 

57. There have, however, been pos i t i ve chJinges which r e f l e c t the c a t t i t u d e and t h e 
work of t h e Govermnont and tho people in-rebiailding the country. This att itude and 
this work w e r e evident during tho Export's mission. 

38, Prom the point of view of the cause of huiiian r ights , certain facts confirmed t h e 
impressions referred to in tho tvrc preceding p3.ragreç)h3. On the one hand, the 
economic and social conditions of the pooplo are distress ing. Poverty i s axute and 
widespread, as are i t s inovitahl(^ im.pact on inteir a l i a , nuhrition, health, housing, 
education and job opportunities and working conditions. This state of a f fa i rs has 
an a d v e r s e e f fect on tho enjoyment of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i gh t s . In part icular, i t 
a f fects the administration of jus t i ce , for i t constitutes a serious obstacle to the 
operation of an e f f ec t i ve system, of judicioJ guarantees and, consequ.ently, to the 
adva^ncoment of freodom. 

39 ' On ihe other hamd, people appear to havo miOre confidence in the new s i t L i a t i o n ; 
they h a v e more self-assuxance cund scorn to be facing up to the c~arrent ciùses 3,nd. 
the fu.tuire with optimism and determination. There i s more economic ac t i v i t y to bo s e e n 
and there are greater contcicts with the internationa.l commaunity. A signi f icant m-attor 
in this respect i s the a^ssistauTcc being given for the reconstruction of the 
country - both b i l a t e r a l , part icular ly from. Spain, and mailtilaitoral, channelled 
through the United Nations, Incidental ly , the Expert considers that tho term. 
"reconstru.ction", which has been adopted by the C-rOvernment o f Equatorial Guinoai, gives 
a bet ter idea of what has to be dono than does tho term, "dcvolopmont", one which i s 
hackneyed and f u l l of ambiguities and can be misleading. 

40. As i s wel l known, there has boon a r--viv£il in matters uf rc2-igion, despite the 
material d i f f i cu l t i e s from \mich L-he country i s suf fer ing. The Expert had ta lks, in 
pr ivate , with pr iests and nuns of tho Catholic Chtirch and none of thomi complained of 
any hindrance on the part of the Governm.ent in Equatorial Guinea. 

4 1 . Agahn the conditions on tho cocoa plantations do not amour t to the foi-ced labour 
that the Expert noted during his v i s i t t o the country in Novomiber 1979. This 
.finding i s enlarged upon belox-r. 

42. Equatoriad- Guinea now has a body of l e g a l norms which rogui.late, or are designed 
to rcg 'ulate , the a c t i v i t i e s o f society in accorda.ncG with the px'inciple of law and t h e 
rule of law. 

43" I'he new laws referred to in the p r e v i o L i s pa.rccifiTra.ph provide a suitable basis 
on which to found a system for tho protection of human r i gh t s . In view of i t s 
importance îaontion must bo made of the d e c r o e - l aw adopting the Spanish l eg i s la t ion 
that wouS in force pr ior to the independence of Equa/torial Guinea., that i s , the 
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criminal, c i v i l , administrative and m.ercantile laws that were in existence in 
Senatorial Guinea on 12 Octohor I 9 6 3 . These laws s t i l l have residneJ force today, 
and w i l l have unt i l Equatorial Guinea replaces them vdth i t s own set of lav/s. The 
Decree-Law on the Legal Régime for the Central Administration of the State and the 
Decree-Law on General Lahcnr S.;gnlations are also of special importance. 

44' In adud-ition, soni'̂  extremely importivnt h i l l s , which are essential for ensuo'ing the 
rule of law a„nd consequently t h e ohsorvanco of human r ights , hiave Leon draxra up. The 
main one i s the Judicial Power Organization B i l l . I f approved and implemented, i t 
WOUICL he a p i l l a r in the ed i f i ce which protects human frcedcans end '.î ould s t i l l ho 
important af ter the adoption of a constitution, which would ho the keystone. 

45- The Expert requested, and the Govornmont provided him. with, copies of the 
l eg i s la t i on passed since IIovomLor 1979- Apa.rt from the Decree-Law on the Legal 
Piéglme of the State and the Judicial Poi/cr Organization B i l l , which the Expert, 
received at the start of his v i s i t , m.ost of this l eg i s la t i on was delivered to tho 
Expert as he was concluding his work in Equatorial Guinea. A l i s t of the Decreo-Laws 
and h i l l s i s a,nnoxod to this report . Per this reason, the Exoort w i l l r sq i l r o more 
time to stud-y the l eg i s la t i on and to cominent on i t , as roquirod hy his mandate- Eor 
the present, and for the purposes of this report, the Expert w i l l re fer only to the 
part of this l eg i s la t i on v.rhich ho considers re levant . 

46. The Docreo-Law on the Legal Régime for the Central Adininistraticn of the State 
om_bodlos the basic and essantial elcmonts for regulating a c t i v i t i e s in public 
administra/bion. I t doternlnes the orgâ nŝ  that make up ths Administration and defines 
the ir order of prscedonce, powers, respons ib i l i t i es and operating procedures^ as wel l 
as the r ights of the indiv idual . A_lthough this Decree-Law expressly states that i t 
docs not have tho signif icance of "a funclamantal p o l i t i c a l la.w", i . e . a constitution, 
i t doss l i s t or include as "higher organs of t h o Central Administration of the State" 
those which l i e at tho very heart of p o l i t i c a l power, such as the President of the 
Supreme M l i t a r y Council and the Commissioners or l l in is ters . Because of i t s na-tuxo, 
implementation of this Decres-Lajr ca l ls for special sk i l l s which m̂ eavHs that mieasures 
must be taken to train the people who w i l l have to apply it^, and i t must be 
publicized so that t h e population ce,n make proper use of this now lega l instrument. 

47. The Decrce-Lo.w on General Laborx Regulations cm.bodies the basic principles a.nd 
norms of labour la.w recognized in democratic soc i e t i e s . Tho importance and standing 
of labour i s recognized and the worker i s protected. For example, a r t i c l e 9 states 
that "work i s a social function, shall enjoy the protection from the State and must 
not be regarded as m.erchcindiso", A r t i c l e 10 lays down t h o r ight of the worker " to 
fo l low his vocation end to dedicate himself f roo ly to tho profession, industry, job, 
craft or trade for which ho i s f i t t e d , always provided that the exorcise thereof i s 
laxrful. He shall likev/ise enjoy freedom to choose his om.nloyment". A r t i c l e 1 1 
provides that "no contract, covenant or agreement re la t ing t o omplojrmont vihich 
results in t h e im:pairm.ent, sacr i f i ce 03: loss of the digiaity or personal freedom of 
the worker shall b e recognized as v a l i d " . I t i s also stipulated that tho r ights 
conferred on workers under tho Decroe-Law "may not be the subject of any waiver, 
compromise or r es t r i c t i on bp/ ag:cGomont. Any. agTreem.ent to t h e contrary shall b e null 
and void . . . " ( a r t i c l e 5 ) • Other matters governed by this lega l instrument 
include individual conti-acts of em-plojnriont and certain special contracts such as 
those re la t ing to womicn and minors, and also wa-ges and hours of work. 
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48. As already stated in paragraph 6 of this section of the report , tho Expert 
came to the conclusion that the phenomenon of forced latour, which had caused him 
concern when he v is i t ed tho country in HovomCer 1979 has disa-ppooxod. On this 
occasion, the Ejrport took every opportunity of f inding out vdaat the posit ion i s in 
regard to hir ing workers especia l ly on the cocoa plantations, where forced labour 
had been used. The inform.ation given to tho Expert by the authorit ies was confirmed 
by individuals, including workers, with whom the Expert had talks in pr ivate . The 
workers from Hio lîuni which i s on the mainland - \Aio had been recruited by force 
during the Maci.as rcgirno had boon able to return to their v i l l a g e s . Those who have 
remained in Bioko, where the main cocoa plantations are located have done so of their 
own vo l i t i on . 

49. However, conditions of v/ork on the plantations a.re very hard and detrimental to 
the àiQvlty of tho v/orkers, despite the increase in the minimujii v/ago docreod by the 
GovormBont aaod other measures vrhich oho Laihour C^oirir/iissionor i s putting or i s 
end.oa.vouring to put into e f f e c t . For ei'.ajuplo, on one of the best plantations, the 
housing and sanitation aorviccs for the v/orkers are inadequate. Moreovor, for persons 
v/hosc permanent homo i s in Hio Hunt, travel from Bioko i s very expensive: a return 
journey by a i r costs 12,000 Elcucloo and by ship - v/hon thoro i s one in service -
8,000 Eîâieles, The normal manthly vragc of a worker on a cocoa plantation i s 
10,000 Elaiolcs. 

50. Another imiportant l8M re lates to the csta]3lishm.ont of the Secrotaria.t of State 
f o r the Advancement of yomen. This i s "an organ of the Administration of tho State 
vrhich i s respono.iblo, in organisational and oporationail matters to the Off ice of tho 
President" * The tasks assigned, to the Hecretariat include tlioso necessary to enhance 
tho status of vjomen in a l l Piatters. The Exnort bel ieves that the Secretariat V'/ill 
mjvke i t possible to exasdnc ways of enabling women to enjoy human rights on equal 
terms with men. Tho status of women v/ao one of the aspects of l i f e in 
EçTiatorial Guinea which caused, m.ost concern to - the Sxpcrt d.u.ring his v i s i t s both in 
1979 and 1930, In his view the national cuijtom.o create conditions that are unjust 
to women and detract from their inherent d igni ty . This i s most evident in Rio Muni. 
In Bioko, women seem to suffer loos from envircxmental conditioning. Ethnic re lat ions 
aro a vary in f luant ia l factor in this regard as in education. Althougîi Government 
o f f i c i a l s stated that women receive equal treatment, the Expert noted that when ho 
asked questions 9.hout the status of wonoîî, he touched on wliat i s a. very sensit ive 
point for men. This v/ao tho case for instanco, v/h^nevor tho Export t r ied to f ind 
out whether women vxorlced on cocoa plantations and v.rhethor they received equal pay 
for equal v-rork, as compared with mcii. 

In a.ny event, tj.io lact that a, lavr has been enacted 'co establish a Secretariat to 
promote the r ights of women i s a pos i t i ve and oncoura.ging- step fonrard, despite +he 
fact that when tho Sîcport visited, tho country nothing had been done about set t ing up 
the Socretariat, since i t v/ao not in opoiation. 

5 1 . Tho Public Order Act i s also very important. I t doaHo with mafctcrs involvin.g 
tho country's intcrnad_ and. ox'tornal security aandi, in genoravl, i t s -n'ovisions suff ice 
to govern an extremely sensit ive issue. There arc, however, tvro laain comments which 
the Expert f ee l s bound to s tress , v.dthout prejudice to any others that ho may 
make subsequently, I'hey concern the lack, of correlation betrreon tJio def ini t ions of 
clots controvry to the public order and the penalties la id d.ovm in the Act fo r persons 
who commit such ac ts . In other words, the Public Order Act docs not contain the 
requis i te de f in i t ion of acts that are punishable, and this may result in an arbitrary 
application of i t s provis ions. Furthorm.ore, the application of the penalties provided 
for under tho Act i s a matoor for tho administrative authorit ies instead of tho 
jud ic ia l author i t ies . According to the nrinciples of a State governed by tho rule of 
lav/, the l a t t e r ciro the proper author i t ies . 
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5 2 . Among other draft Pccreo-Lavrs that should ho mentionod arc two on tho regime 
governing Ci-.'il Servants apad on the Statutes .of Farmers' Associations. One suitahly 
I 'cfgilcatcs what i s é q u i v a l e 
a c t i v i t i e s of a s s o c i a t i o n s 
agr icultural lane , The draft fecroo-Law "crovidcs 
declared to be of " p r i o r i t 
this connection. 

This l eg i s la t ion w i l l 
l i f e which the Expert ])oir 
other matters which hav 
E auatorial Guinea.. 

5 3 . The development o.f a£ 
purposes i s paxticwlarly i 
by the neople of Equavtoria 
future 3.nd achieve a stand 
At the saJiie time, the peo;; 
the "destiny of the cou 

5 4 ' Moreover, this b i l l , 

nt to a. c i v i l service system, the other governs the 
similar to co-operatives, .for tjio puarpose of farming 

t h e s : Lations shall be 
y intoirest" for the State a.nd incentives arc proposed in 

f i l l gar in the national , when i t comes into force , 
ted out in his 1 9 7 9 report as ho also did in respect .of 
occivdd tho attention of the Govornmont of 

octal r ights 
sociationo or .co-opera,tivcs principadily for agriculttiral 
mportant in ensuring enjoyment of economic and 
1 Guinea. In this way, each c i t i zen could shape his own 
ard of l i v i n g that w i l l guarantoe rcspocli for his dâgnity. 
lo would, bo ablo to miaho a greater contribution to shaping 

1 Î XT>provod would create conditions .conducive to the 
develonment of that comijmunity f ee l ing which i s essontiaâ for the promotion of the 
general wel l-being of the 
In other words, a ga.p wouJ 
which i s hampering the pre 
necessary e f for ts v.rould be 
the sau eguard of hum.an rij^thts. 

The Expert was a b l e 1 
d i s c h c i r g G of two diffeirent 
a s s o c i a i t i o n s b u t a l s o tha/ 
common interests ; nor i s 
even t e a c h e r s a r e aware of 
This S L i r p r i s e d t h o Expert 
v/ay of l i f e of the p e o p l e 
to commmnity l i f e . 

55 • The rem.arks Diade in t; 
force and tho current b i l l 
logisla.tion : 
Of course, m 

wdia.t the Ejjp 
in aill legal 

Stibject to reformi x.dth a 
s i t u c i t i o n . There a r c , for 
a r t i c l e 1 o f the J u d i c i a l 
p r o v i d e s tha t 2 " J u s t i c e 
In the Expert i VXC1./, JUS-

5 6 . Similarly, t h e s e Doc 
Legal FLegimc for thio Coiitr 
replace a c o n s t i t u t i o n . Eo 
r ights point of v i e w , t h i 
country's p o l i t i c a l and le 

people in many domains, part icu lar ly p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s , 
d bo f i l l e d in the ora ;a3nizat ion of Equatoria.1 Guinea, one 
cess of national 7 a c c o n s t r u c t i o n , andi above a.ll, the 
.ma.diG to achieve a democratic systomi of government that it 

< confirm in his two v i s i t s to Equatorial Guinea, in the 
mandates, that not only i s there no general law on 
the people are not incl ined to form groups to protect 

tho usefulness of this kind of unity appreciated. Not 
tho importa.nce of jo int action to prom^ote the i r interests , 
a.ll the more so since t r iba l cus-boms a,nd, in general, the 

in Eaua.torial C . l i n o a croate condi ,ions that a.re conduicivc 

ho preceding paragraphs regarding tho laws that are in 
s do not mean that tho Expert agrees trith a l l o f this 
ert lias done i s to highl ight some of i t s pos i t ive aspects, 

s y s t c F i s , the la.ws refoi"rod, t o above can o.nd must be 
v|iow to bringing them into l ine with t h o preva i l ing 

instance, provisions which nood to be araendod, such as 
PoWcr Organization B i l l , which i s vindemocratic. I t 
hal l b;-" administorod on behalf of the Head of State . . . 
ice i s administorod on boria.lf of the ;jeoplco 

OG-Laws and b i l l s partiGu.la.rly tlje Decroo-Law on the 
al Avlministration of the Sta.to, do not, and should not, 
-nuatorial Giiinoa lacks a. constitution. Prom the human 

tho main weakness - tho Archi l lcs heel - of the 
system, without a democratic constitution the 
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overthrov/ of the I'fecias dictatorship could in the long run lose i t s signif icance 
and lead to another dictatorship. Man's inoidia^ustihlc ingenuity has never managed to 
invent a good dictatorship, 'There never has been one. I t i s a contradiction in 
terms eaod material ly imiPossible. 

57, The picture of the law a,nd practice re la t ing to hurnian r ights in 
Eauatorial Gijinea was f i t t e d in by the repl ies from Ministers and Commissioners to the 
questionnaires \/hich were prepared by the Export -when he served as Special 
Rapporteur of the United ITa,tions Commission on Humem Righto in Fovember 1979 and 
wore doliverod to him. at -bho ond of his recent mission. The intorvie'ws the Expert 
had with Ministers and Ccmriissioners and senior o f f i c i a l s of the ir staf f during his 
v i s i t in hovem.ber 19005 as v/oll as his conversations with .membors of the public, 
ware also useful in this connection. His interviews with tho President of 
Equ,atorial- Guinea and with tho Ei-rst Vice-President were -particularly valuable for 
the purposes of his mission. 

58, At these interviexre, tho Expert not only l istenod to tho rep l i es to his 
q-aestions but took the opportunity of su.ggesting chcingos in the law and pract ice , as 
we l l as new mieasures that might lead to an im.provemont in human r i gh t s . For 
example, at the interview with the Minister of the Inter ior , , the Expert suggested 
that minor offences leading to "administrative detention" (such as f ights or 
broaches of tho peace in tho market place.) should be t r i ed not by the pol ice 
a i i thor i t ies, as -wo„s the -practice', btit by the jud ic ia l a-athorities. 

In general, on the btisis of the foregoing the Expert formed a favo-aralole opinion 
of vriia-t has been done or what the country intends to do to ensuaro f u l l enjoyment by 
the people of h-cimian r i gh to . However, tho above remarks are not to be taken as an 
endorsement of a l l that has been done or what i t i s intended to do. 

59' -iii "fche intor-viow with His Excellency the F i rs t Vice-President, 
Florencio Maye Ela, who otlso s.cto as l i n i s t c r fo r Foreign A f f a i r s , the Expert made 
preliminary observations and rocomjnendiations for improving the system for the 
protection of human r i gh t s . I-h:, Maye Ela l istened careful ly to wdiat the Expert had 
to sa;y a.nd, at the end, oxprossod his sat is fact ion. He said that, in his view, the 
observations tind .recommend.ation3 would be "xfelcoraed. and commended" by the Government 
i f , as -bho Expert ha.d indicated, they wore set clown in a va^itten documient, somothing 
was done afterv/ards. The F i rs t Vice-President sU.ded that "bho Government •'s e f for ts 
were being directed tov/ards of f active protection of humian r i gh t s . Ho also referred " 
G > r p r o 3 s l y to the time-table suggested by tlxO Expert and stated that the work on 
draft ing a, constitution coiild even be brou.ght forv/ard. 

60. At tho interview with the President, His Excellency Toodora Obiang Hguema Mbasogo, 
whom the Exrpert was -anablo to. m.eet in 1979, tho question of the preliminary 
obsorva-tions and rcccmimondationG was not discussedt. Tho E-ooort prosimies tha,t the 
F i rs t Vicc-Prosidont, who was present at tho interview, had already apprised the 
President of them. E-urthormoro, the srhjocts raised by the President a l l concerned 
the Governriont ho e f for ts to rob-aild the country a f ter a cruel aind devastating 
dictatorship - and he spoke of so.me of tho e f fects of the dictatorship and f-he 
e f for ts to overthrow i t - which l e f t tho Eoroert with the impression that the 
obsorvations and racommendations w-ere acceptable to the President. At a l l events, 
the matters discuscod by tho President during the conversation confirmod this 
impression. For instance, among other important .matters, tho President said that he 
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was anxious to forn a c i v i l i an govcrninei:it. This is \fay he i s endeavouring to 
ensure that the ovorj^-day tasks of govornmont arc increasingly ]-ianded over to 
c i v i l i an o f f i c i a l s . For this reason, he said, he preferred the mi l i tary o f f i cers 
heading each fcpartmont to he calloc; "Coiimùssionors" instead of "î-îinistors", since 
ho wanted thorn to S-erve JIS guardians or swoorvisors to ensure tho smooth operation of 
public a f fa i rs ratlicr than as mom^̂ ors of ilie ducremo tn.l itary Council. I t was his 
hope he add"d, that in duo course the o f f i cers Wiuild bo rotrxncd to thoir barracks to 
form a modern army rcsponsiblo 'for watching over the security of the nation and 
public order. 

6 1 . The President also spoke of tho nroblom of poverty. He said he much rogrotted 
that i t was not possible to sat is fy th.a basic needs of -iho population despite 
Government e f for ts and ths international co-opcra.tion tho country i s now rece iv ing . 

62 . In his othej: remarks tho Presidem: also roforred to tho sj^stcm of jus t i ce . 
He said, tha.t he had ordered, oral and pixnlio t r i a l s to bo rosiuaoU, to strengthen the 
socui"IT3^ of c i t i z ens . 

63 . The Bjcpcrt's imnrcssion i s tliat-the Prosidont, Teodoro Obiang Nguema' MbasogOj 
' Head of Gtate and Head 01 Govornmont, i s i^oll-incentionad and i s endeavouring as 

part of the e f for t ta i^Gbloild tho country to ensuro 'bhat hujiian .rights cire observed. 

64. The Eicpert considers tha.t President Obiang's good intentions and the off oris of 
his Government to restore f a l l cnjoymant of hiunan rights could load to 
disenchantment bocauso of tho mid.dle-lovcl o f f i c i a l s in p-ublio administration. The 
E3N:)ert rea l i zes that there i s , of course, a capablo minority in tho higiior echelons of 
tho bureaucracy. A lso , membors of tjjs jirof ossions, irho wore formerlj'- i;; errilo, have 
joined tho government sorvico xvhich i s ai- indication that the work w i l l bo carried . 
out moxe e f f i c i en t l y . P>ut there is s i i l l not enough stai'f to cope xrith the grox/ing 
demands involved in rebuilding tho countryp in addition tho adiiinistra,tive system i s 
s t i l l slow and i s not vory o f f i c i an t . Tho ExTort had ca'as-: to note this f ac t . Among 
other matters that come to his attention, the Expert noted tho fa i lnre to carry out 
the decisions of superiors. There i s a bnireaucratic bottleneck because of the 
absence of any central authority rosponsiblo foi- ensuring 1;hat tho decisions of high 
authorit ios arc ca.rriod oub. This result: in cor»iusion and loss of t i m e ' 

65. BuroaAKiratic problems, of course, a f f l i c t a l l countries. Brroaucracy, w i th ' i t s 
tangled web, suffoeatas e'̂ -on the most developed of modern , . T A T O 3 . In a l l countries, 
so-cal led middle lov.î l • of f i c i a l s , , with a di l igence and. jiorsoverance that ifculd do 
service to a bet ter cause, are sot on placing obstacles in the way of basic po l icy 
decisions. But, in Erjua-torial G-uinca, whore affcnu;s arc being made to emerge from 
the chaos into which t}ie country" v/as j)lungcd by 'bhe dietaborshi-'i of 
President Ikicias, this problem merits special atbontion. 

66. With regard to other aspects of l i f e in Equatorial Cjuinea., i t came to the 
E3CPERT's attention that Id issues of a periodical cal led ''Eba.no" (obony) had 
appeared before a defect in ths pr int ing nroso led to susncnsion of nubliCation. 
Tho issues the Ejcport was able 'bo study contained a range of news items on both 
national l i f e and international events, altlicugh a r t i c l e s of tho f i r s t l ind , 
including a r t i c l es on the Govornmont were the most frequent. The E:q)ert rea.d ar t i c l es 
c r i t i c a l of the a c t i v i t i e s of Government o f f i c i a l s . The publication also contained 
information on Bocree-Lav/s and b i l l s . "Ebano" tended to place und.ue emphasis on 
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7 1 . Svirh triaJs haivo boon resumed a.t the insistence of the President, 
Toodoro hguema tfoasogo, according to v/hat the Assistant himself told the Eiqpert. 
Tho t r i a l s at which tho E:qpert was present v/ere hold in PlalalDo's i l a r f i l Cinema 
and v/oro attended, by laa/go •nujfoors of tho public, v/ho v/ore able to follov/ tho 
proceedings thamks to a loudspeaker • system. 

various aspects of o f f i c i a l a c t i v i t y and in part icular , i t fostered the cult of 
persopcilitjr. On tho whole, however, i t represented an advance in tho sî^here of 
froedoE: of in fornat ior , despite tho fact that i t was puhlished hy an o f f i c i a l hody. 

67. v/ith resnect to radio £ipd te l ev i s ion , both of which aro Stato-control led, the 
Export found thatt, since i t has wide covoro^ge and broadcasts in the national 
lang-uages, the rcvdio i s l istoned to by tho r;ia.jority cf tho population, hew 
Decree-Laws and other inforsaation on essential a c t i v i t i e s are reported on the radio , 
Tolovision has a siaallor audience, since there ciro few -goo-glc outside tho c i r c l e of 
Govcrnmont o f f i c i a l s \rho aro able to havo sots in their homes. The Catholic and 
Anglica-n Chua'chos have v;oohly f ree spots on both radio and t e l ev i s i on . Tho Ejcpert 
was ;p.ven this information by Catholic p r i es t s . 

68. Eromi ranothor point of view, freedom^ of expression seems to have im.provod. 
Ordinary people voro IV,QTQ natural and forthcoming in their contacts v/ith tho Expert.. 

69. Despite the groat mxaterial obstacles to i t s devolopment, tho administration 
of just ice also sooms to havo improved. Ilontion v;as mado in paragraphs 9 and I 9 
of this section of the Judicial Pov/or Organization B i l l . Although i t has yet to be 
approved, e f forts are alr.vady being mado to organisa the counrts according to tho ideas 
contained in the B i l l . One of the adxi^: i s to modernize the t radi t ional system of 
jus t i ce , vrhich the Export vms able to see in operation in 1979. Hov.i-over, the Expert 
had no impression that the modern system i s replacing tho pos i t i ve aspects of i t s 
t radi t ional couinterpairt, namiely the l a t t e r as populaxr roots and promptness in 
resolv ing manor cases. The Export not i f i ed the competent authorit ies of this opinion, 
and they â gjaood that tho traditionaJ system must not bo allowed to disappear, 

70. Tho Expert v.ris to ld tha.,t the prosent system, of courts comprises, in ea.ch 
province, a supremo covirt, a cou-i~t of f i r s t instance, a d i s t r i c t court and loca l 
courts. But although the system has been improved, the Expert finds i t d i f f i c u l t , for 
reasons that include a shortage of suitable personnel fo r the hajxlling of cases, to 
bol iovo thait i t functions v/ell. In Ilaila-bo, tho country's capi ta l , the Expert took 
the opportunity to attend tv/o important t r i a l s , one re la t ing to a sorious robbery, 
aand the other to a t r a f f i c accident in vrhich a person had died. The Spanish judge 
v/ho i s advising the Governmiont o:c ouch judic ia l matters v/as on the bench helping to 
ensure that the proceedings v/cro conductod according to modern stanclards. The court 
com.prioed thz'oe judges, only one of v/hom. v/as permaaiont, sinoo the other tv/o v/ore to-
be roplaxod, at tho next session of court he.?.ringo by tv/o bet tor - trainecL lav^yors. 
Thoro v/as a prosecutor and a counsel for tho defence.' Tho parties were given an 
opportunitjr to caJ_l v/itnesses. Tho verdicts v/ore postponed unt i l the follov/ing vreck 
and proved to be convictions. A third t r i a l , vrhich l i k e the others, v/as oral and 
public, was held on tjie same day and involved an important mi l i tary o f f i c i a l v\rho was 
a,ccusod of ha„ving killedi a. small g i r l by knocld.ng her dov/n v/ith his car and of having 
f l ed tho scone, Tlio Export v/â s prevonted from a^ttendhng by other business, but he 
loarnod that tho o f f i c e r v/as a,lso convictod. 
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7 2 . One of the material obstacles mentioned above is that there arc only 12 lawyers 
in tho country and tho m.03t cxpex-ienced of them have to take i t in turns to f i l l the 
roles of members of the corort, prosecutor and counsel for the defence, Puxthcrmore, 
all the lawyers are civil servants, 

7 5 . Since there are so few lawyers and they all work for the Government, the Expert 
considers that a,ccused iTorsons cannot be adoquatoly dc foncLed, Ho holds this view 
even though he was told that accused persons are entitled to have tho advice of a 
lawyer "fromi the mom̂ ent the nre - t r i a l invest igat ion begins and by prescript ive 
r i gh t , i f further proceedings are ta,ken", 

7 4 . For the purposes of invostigsiting pun i sha7D le acts persons may bo deta,ined for up 
to 72 hours without their cases being submitted to the com.petent .jviridical authority. 
The Export considers that this period i s excessive and contra.ry to tho concept of, 
freedomi a.nd the jud ic ia l gu.arantees rocognized in democratic countries. 

75 • Education ha-s improved, thanks to tho opening of more teaching centres and 
increases in the nirmbors of teachers. Two teaxher-training colleges have a,lso come 
into opera.tion. There i s s t i l l no liigher education. 

7 6 , Thore i s now bet ter health care, although, as in the caso of education, problems 
s t i l l remain. The Export noted an im.provement in conditions in the hospital at Luba, 
a large town in Bioko, ilarch I9GO saw the entry into force of a Becree-Law reforming 
the Social Security Inst i tute with a view to caler ing botter fo r the needs of 
workers and., thoir f a n l l i e s . 

77- Th.ero are no privatoly-ox/nod mia,s5 media; the State-owned media, therefore enjoy 
a. posit ion of p r i v i l ege and a monopoly on informiation, to the detriment of 
fundiamontal freedoms. 

7 3 . The mi l i tary go'\xrnmont i s i;c give way, in due ccinrse, to a c i v i l i an government. 
By the ir v?ery naluro, mi l i tary governmants a.ro no substitute f o r c i v i l i an authorit ies 
in the matter of protection of himian r i gh ts ; indeed-, as the Export pointed. ou.t in 
the report on Equatorial Guinoa, vdnich he submitted in 1979 in His caqeacity as 
Special Raipporternr of tho Commission on Hvmian Eights, they are incl ined to r es t r i c t 
such r ights a.nd. even to ignore the.m. altogether. Consequently, the Expert rccomm.encis 
the adoption for the i-pradual and orderly transfer of power to c i v i l i an authorit ios 
of a sched,ulG similar to thai he haio outlined in his "Preliminary Observations" and: 
"Rccommiondations". 

7 9 ' Equaitorial Guinoa cjin be reJiadoilitated, I t ha.s natural resources which, i f 
properly exnloitod, could provide the mica.ns to cover i t s v i t a l needs both during the 
pei-iod. of reconstruction amd al'torwards, xfhen i t has reti'trned. to norimal. I t also has 
Vc i luab l e hnmian resources which i t ca.n increa.se a.ndL train throu.gh the adontion of a 
systematic and for th i lght poli03'- for health and ediucation. 

80. In as .m.uch as the Expert considers that his mandate undoj: 
resolircion 35 (XXXVl) of the ComimJ.ssion on Humian Rights i s primarily of a 
consultative nature, and in view of the conclusions referred to above, he has 
dravm up the fo l lowing recommendations which the Government of Equatorial Guinea may 
wish to take into account as gpldolinos in i t s e f for ts and a c t i v i t i e s to restore fullv/-
human rights and fundamental freedoms throughout the country. 
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KECCIEIEKDATIONS 

81. The Exoert co ï i s ids r s that his Three-Stage Plan, as approved hy tho Government of 
Equatorial Guhnea, p l u s the docum.ent ent i t led "Preliminary observations of tho 
Export" subnrLtted to the Government o.t Malabo on 2 hecembcr I98O, as v/ell as the 
p r e s e n t r e p o r t set out the fundam.ental termiS of référence for use in helping the 
Government to take the s t ep s necessary for the f u l l restoration of hujTian r i gh t s . 
Those docum.ents are based on the; Exi^crt ' s mandate under resolution 33 (XXXVl) of the 
United Hâtions Commission on PHmian Rights and take into account the Expert 's 
personoH experience. 

82. With regard to the Preliminary Obser-vatiens of the Expert drafted in I -klabo 
on 2 December I98O in accordance with, and i n order to give e f fect to , the 
Three-Stago Plan, the reconmiendations of relevance to tho prosent chapter are 
those contained in paragTajhi 5 (see, in this report , the Introduction, section B, 
paragraph 7? page 2? and annex I I I , See also chapter I , paragraph E, 
and annex V I I I ) , 

8 3 . The i n i t i a t i on , in accordance with the schedule suggested by the Export, of 
the process of draft ing and approving a new constita.tion i s especioJly imrportant. 
The schedule and the proceduz^os for achieving the goal in. question aro set oiit in 
paragraph 33 of the preliminary observations of the Expert. As an oxa,mple, a draft ing 
comjnittee.to prepare a draft•constitution would bo formed no later- than 1982, or 
e a r l i e r , i f poss ib le . In 1983> or ea r l i e r , i f possible, there would be elect ions to a 
Constituent Assembly or Conference. Subject to the pr ior holding of a reforendumi, the 
nevj constitu.tion would come into force in 1984? or ea r l i e r , i f poss ib le . 

8 4 . The Ejqpert now wishes to add tho fo l lowing reconmiendations to those mentioned 
a b o v e : 

(a ) Copirses or seminars must be organized for court o f f i c i a l s to enable them, 
properly to apply the Juidicial Power Organization B i l l when i t becomes laws 

(fc) An intensive course must be sxrangod for persons vlth a secondary 
education 3,nd persons with jud ic ia l slcil ls in o r de r to provide better-trained staf f 
to f i l l jiid-icial o f f i c e s and to equ ip ouch persons to assumie certain fxmctions that 
are indispensable in safeguarding the r ights of accLised persons; 

( c ) The progremimo of instru.ction i n law for tho -'jooplo now being studied by the 
I'finistry or Comnissariat of Justice, shou.ld be implemented via the radio a,,nd other 
media, fo r the Expert was able to confirm that i t has not yet boon pu.t into e f fect 5 

( d ) Courses or seminars need to bo axranged to improve the e f f ic iency of the 
present body of c i v i l servants ; 

( e ) Tho number of labouur inspectors m.ust bo increased, in order to ensure 
bettor m.onitoring of comqoliance with labour contre,cts, par t icu lar ly on the cocoa 
plantations; 

( f ) Approval should bo g i v e n to the b i l l concerning the statutes of farmers' 
associations thait has been drafted by tho Mn i s t r y or Commhssariat of Agriculturo, 
Husbandrjr sand Forestry and to the b i l l that declaxes such 3.sscciations to be 
"agxa-rian bodies of p r i o r i t y in te res t " . The b i l l s i n qu.astion oncouragc land-ox-mers 
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and tenants to organize f o r ooriirnon ends. Those orgojiizations a,rc al-cin to 
co-operatives and that i s , in f ac t , what they a r e cal led in Equatorial GLiinea. The 
two h i l l s would contribute to tho advancernent of economic and social r ights and would 
foster the general wel farej 

( g ) Encouragoment should bo given to tho formation of a .s30ciations or genuine 
co-operatives for tho marketing of agricultural products ; in order to complement 
the e f for ts of the producers' groups; and 

(h) I t i s advisable to promote trade-unionism among educators as a means of 
contributing to the advancement of teaching sta f f as regards both professional and 
contractual matters. To this e n d , the Export suggests that, in addition to the 
General Associations Act which ho has rocomrniondod should bo drafted and adopted, a 
charter should be issued for teaching staf f and, as a back-up to the e f for ts of the 
toacher-tra-ining col logos, refresher courses or seminars shouJd be held for serv'ing 
s ta f f . Guch courses s h o u l d b e arranged without prejudice to tho fellowships that 
the intornationaJ. coimmunitĵ  m.ai,y gra.nt for the sam̂ o purposes xfithin the context of 
assistance f r o m the Commiission on Htmian Rights or the United hâtions in general. 

8 5 , The Exnert rocommonds that, for tho tsvoks suggested above and such others as m-ay 
prove nocos3a,ry, t h e United hâtions should m.ake avai lable through the appropriato 
chiinnels tho services of oîooarts in the follov/ing f i e l d s ; ( l ) training of lawyers; 
( 2 ) v/orking conditions on agricultuxal plamta.tions ; ( 3 ) formation of a g r i cultural 
production co-operatives j ( 4 ) basic and in-serv ice teacher training; (5) b a s i c and 
in-serv ico tz-aining for public servants; ' ( 6 ) draft ing of fundamental legaJ codes 
( there might be tv/o experts, one a lav/yor spec ia l i z ing in public law and the other 
a lav/yer spocia,lizing in 'private lav-/); ( 7 ) preparation of a draft constitution (the 
export migh'b be a loa-^yer spec ia l i z ing in constitutionaJ la\i) ; and ( 8 ) draft ing of an 
Associations Act and an Eloctora.l Code. 

8 6 , V/ith roferencv to t h e ahovo l i s t , the Ejciocrt bel ieves that order of -oriority 
for sending speciatlists v/ould he f i e l d s ( l ) , ( 2 ) , ( 5 ) , ( 7 ) and ( 8 ) (simultaneously), 
( 5 ) 5 ( 4 ) a-Ĵ h ( 6 ) . he v/io]ies to s tress , hov/over, that a l l t h e programimios i n 'the l i s t 
a r e necossary and urgent. 

8 7 . Perhaps i t v/ould b e bettor i f 'tho progxajame of spec i f ic assistance recoirnnend-od 
by tho Expert v/as supervised by a group of specia^lists undor tho guhdance of a, 

^ co-ordinator appointod b y the United hâtions Socretar-y-General aha t h e request of the 
Commiission on Hv̂ jnan Rights. Such a ,group could co-ordinato i t s e f for ts v/ith those 
of t h o spec ia l is ts who are already working in Equatorial Guinea in connection with 
b i l a t e ra l ami m iU l t i l a t o r a „ l ard prcojocts. 

88. Tho Export rocomirionds f h a t , as part of t h e international coiimiunity ' s 
e f for ts to co-operate with t h e Government of Eqtiatorial Guinoa in t h e f u l l 
restoration of huiaan r ights by means of "the mult i lateral assistamce channelled 
througïc t h e Coimiiisoion on Huj'na-n Riglits or of the United Nations in general, donor 
counfcrios should drav/ up, on the basis of broad c r i t e r i a adapted to the -oarticuJar 
needs of EqviatoriaJ- Cruhnoa, fellov/ship schemios for t h e training of professional 
s ta f f . He also recommends that the Commission on Human flights and the United Nations 
should s e e k the part ic ipat ion in those co-oporo4ion p r og raMi i s s of such 
spccial izec international organizations and agencies as t h o V/orld Ccnfodora^tion of 
Organization/; of t h o Toachinp;; Profession (l/COTP), v/hich Jia.s i t s hoadquartojcs avt 
Merges, Switzerland, and t h o United Nations Latin American Inst i tute f o r the 
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (ILMTUD) and t h e Central American 
Inst i tute for Public Administration (iCAp), both of which have the ir headquarters 

Rica. 
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8 9 . With regard to the preparation of the • dirait constitution, the Government 
should establish as soon as possible a d_rafting conmittee comprising lawyers from 
Equatorial Guinea. The spec ia l is t or specia l ists appointed by ;the United Nations 
would hold an in i t ia , l m-eeting with tho m.embors of that dirafting committee in Geneva, 
New York or Madrid to stwxly the procedunrc and a plan of i/ork for the prepa-ration of a.n 
outline .constit-ation. The d.rafting comimitteo would then meet in flalabo unt i l i t had 
prodt.uced a f i r s t dlrcaft which i t would d.iscuss with tho specia-list or spec ia l is ts 
at sucoossiva meetings r n t i l a f ina l d.raft ha.d been a.pprovsd, f i r s t by committee and 
then by the Govornment. 

90. As the Expert stated to the Governm.ont â.uring his v i s i t to tho country, 'the 
new constitution would be dom.ocratic, representative amcl plural ist , , so as to afford, 
e f f ec t i ve protection of humian r i gh ts . I t would tal<;e into account the spec i f i c 
cultwxa.l values of Equatorial Guinea and v/ould therefore bo conducive to the 
creation of a p o l i t i c a l system tha.t i s in keeping v/ith the rea l situation and thus 
serve both to give s t ab i l i t y to the new State amd to prom.ote i t s grad.ual-
modernization. In other words, rather than copying an exist ing model that v/ouJ.d be 
al ien to the "v/ay of being-, thinking and f ee l ing " of tho people of Equatorial Gininea -
in short, a.lien to i t s cultrxe - the aim. v/ould be to create a.n ind-igenous type of 
democracy. 

9 1 . Eor the pu.rposes of the referendum on the draft constitution, c i t izens must be 
permiitted to. part ic ipate constructively in public discvission of such an im.portant 
l ega l instrijment, v/hich v/ill be tho crov/ning point of the systemx for the protection 
of a l l their freedoms. Thiis means, inter a l i a , that a.n Associations Act must f i r s t • 
be adopted to enable the population to part ic ipate in p o l i t i c a l l i f e or at least have 
the help of jproporly organized groups to T)̂ "omotc idea.s of gene.ral in t e r es t . The 
form.8.tion of such groups v/o-ald bo a. prelude to the instituition of a system of p o l i t i c a l 
par t i es , tho fund.a.mentals of vrhich v/ould. be guaranteed and rogulated by the 
Constitu.tion. 

92. Similarly, i t v/ould bo indispensable for the cliscussion of the d.raft 
constitution that there should be complete freedom^ of expression. To achieve th i s , 
one of the reciuirements i s priva.tely-ov/nod organs of mass communicaition f ree from 
any Icind of censorship. The Sta^te-ov/ned miedia. v/ould also have to contribute to the 
discussion not only by dissemMnating information a.nd comx.ent on the nev/ constitution, 
but also by providing opnoz-tunitias for ordinai-y c i t izens to express thoir points of 
viev/. 

95* Since the freedom, to express opinions i s so important, the Expert recommends that 
both the Govornmiont a.nd. the internai-tional comcntmity should s t r i ve to promxte the 
development of a f ree press. This co"u.ld. be d.one through technical and f inanc ia l ' 
assista,nco. 

94 . The Government should establish a.s soon as possible the special rsviev/ 
conmiission proposed by the Expert. In his "Preliminary Observations", tho Expert 
recommended "bhat the Ci-overnment shotilu creakce such a bod.y in order to carry through 
both the legis la.t ive action i t has already undertaken or i s pla.nning and the action • 
su.ggested by tho spec ia l is ts mentioned in this report , thereby ensuring f u l l and 
e f f ec t i ve observa.nco of humian • r ights in Ecraaitoriatl Guànea. 
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The review commission, which would he a standing hody, would remain in 
GÎDSTCNCE unt i l the promulgation 01 THE new consti tut ion. I t would ho appointed h y 
tho Government and would report direct to the Head of Government amd Head of Sta.to, 
His Excellency Teodoro Ohiang Hguema ilbasogo. Tho commiission would he d i r ec t l y 
responsible to him and would be obliged TO submit periodic reports and such other 
reports A,s the President might rcquiost before each period.. I t would not only dea.l 
v/ith matters re la t ing TO LAVXS and b i l l s , but v/ould also have responsib i l i ty for 
supervising other plans for the fu l l rea l i za t ion of huiPian r i gh ts . 

• 
95* 'The Expert i s of the opinion that THE assistance referred to in Commission on 
Human Eights resolution 33 (XXXVl), paragraph 2 , should be considered as an integra l 
part of the plan to assist tho Government of Eciua.torial Guinea in securing f u l l 
restoration of hiOJiian r ights in that country, 

96 . He i s also of the view that the United IJations, part icular ly the Commission on 
Hviman Rights, should cond.uct, in the l i gh t of the provisions of Commission on 
Human Rights resolution 33 (XXXVl) and OF General Assembly resolution 34/123, 
periodic appraisals of the imnplementation of the measures proposed in this report . 
In vievv of i t s FA.vouxa.ble att itude to the Expert 's mandate^ his Three-Stage Plan 
AND the "Preliminary Observations" formulated duxing his v i s i t to the country in 
November 1980, THERE i s no reason to doubt that the Government of 
Equatorial Guinea V/oiELd V/elcome SUCH appraisals. 
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Aimx I 

33 (X}[3[Vl). The situation ox Iiujnan r ights in Equatorial Guinea 

The Commissxon on. Hiuiian Eights, 

Recallin,'? i t s resolution 15 (iGCG/) of 15 March 1979 in v.;hich i t recoiTiinencled 
that a Special Rapporteiir t o be appointed to make a thorough s t r idy of the situation 
of human rights in Equatorial Guinea, 

Considering the important chang-es that have occu.rred in the country since 
3 August 1979, which indicate a desire on the part of the new régime to restore 
and guarantee enjoyment of humeni r ights in Ecgiatorial Guinea, 

• Wo ting- that a change of Government has taken place in Equatorial Guinea, 
since the ad.option. of t h e above-m.entioned resolution, 

Bearing in mind i t s respons ib i l i t i es for co-ordination in the human 'rights 
field, conferred by Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/36, 

Mindful of the developm.en.ts.l measures to be considered by ccncerned bodies in 
the United lat ions system, as a result of General Asse-mbly resolution 34/123 of 
14 December 1979? and o;f the need to t a k e due 0.GCOunt of hum-an r ights concerns in 
the adoption aand .implem.enta,tion of such mea.sures, 

Taking note with appreciation, o f the report sL ibmi t t ed by the SpeGi8 . 1 Rapporteur 
on the situation of himian .rights in .Ec[ua.torial Guinea., 

.Noting- v/ith a.pprecia.tion t h e interest of the GoverniP.ent of 
Equatorial Guinea in t h e co-operation o f the United .Ifetions in ord.er to ensure 
•the e f f ec t i ve enjo^mient o f funciaraental r ights by the c i t i zens o f 
Ecpatorial Gi-iinea, 

1. Becide...., in response to the reqaest o f the Goveroment of 
Equatorial Guinea, to request the Secre-tary-General to a.ppoint, ai,s an expert 
in his individual capacity, a person v-zith v/icie experience of the situation in 
Equatorial Giiinea, .in particu.lar v/ith a viev/ t o assist ing the Governmient of thaa,t 
country in taking the ac-tion necesci.ry for -fcho fu l l restora'tion of human rig-hts 
and fundamental freedom-s, koep-ing in .mind the recommendations of the 
Special Rapporteur and the economica.l, p o l i t i c a l and social real i t . ies of that 
country, 

2. Ptequests "the Secretary-Genera.l, in consultation with the expert, to 
provide the assistance necessary to help the Gov/ernment of Ecpiatorial Guinea, take 
the action n.ecessa.ry for t h e fu. l l restorat ion of hviaa^n r ights and fundamental 
freedoms in. that country; 

3. Invi te s the Government of Equatorial Guinea to extend i t s co-operation 
to the ex-pert in the impleme.nto.-cion o f his mandate; 

4. Requests t h e expert t o 3ubm.i-b a report on the implementation of this 
resolution to the Commission for consideration at i t s thirty-seve,nth sessioni 
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5. Invites a l l States, special ized agencies and other organs associated 
with the United Nations system, humanitarian organizations and non-governmental 
organizations-"to--ex-t&nd theix--heip- and assistance to- Equatorial Guinea with a 
view to helping- that country in i t s desire fu l l y to restore human rights and 
fundamenta,l freedoms; ' ' •-

6.' Recommends the fol lowing draft decision for adoption 'hj the 
Economic and Social Council : 

( a ) To appoint,.as an expert in his individual capacity, a person v/ith v/ide 
experience of the situation in Equa.torial Guinea, in part icular with a view to 
assisting- the Government of thah. country in taking the. action necessary for the 
fu l l restoration of dTumaui r ights and fundamental freedomis, keeping in mind the 
recommendations of the Special Rapporteur and the p o l i t i c a l economic and social 
r e a l i t i e s of that country; - -

(b ) To provide, in consultation v/ith the .expert, the assistance necessary 
to help the Government of Scju.atorial Guinea take the action necessary for the 
fu l l restorat ion of huma.n r ights and fundamental freedoms in that country. 
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TEXT OF TELEGRAII FROM MR. V/ILLHlM B. BUFFm, IMDER-SECRETARY-GEHERAL 
FOR POLITICAL AHD GEI^PAL ASSEÎffiLY AFFAIRS, TO ÎIR. THEO C. VAN BOVEN, 
BIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF HOIL̂ N RIGHTS, DATED 20 OCTOBER I98O 

ÎÎEIJR GVA 5775 AND TELCON 
TODAY. AAA USG ÎARAH'S OFFICE HâS CONFimvIED TO HS TODAY TMT 
VIGEPRESIDENT MAYE EL!\ MANGUE OF EOUATORL̂ L GUINEA HAS CONVEYED 
HIS GOVERNMENT'S ACCEPTANCE OP PROFESSOR VOLIO AS SECGEN'S SPECIâL 
REPRESENTATIVE. BBB MISSION OP EQUITORIâL GUHMA HâS IÎTOICATED 
ITS DESIRE TO DISCUSS MODALITIES OF VOLIO MISSION IS NEi-JYORIC PRIOR 
TO 5 OCTOBER IF POSSIBIE. PLEASE ADVISE. 
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ANHEX I I I 

PMIT PPJDPAKSD BY PSOEUSSOPl PESÎIAÎIBO VOLIO Oîl TIE 
DIPLEMENTATIOH OF EESOLUTION 53 (SQCVl) OF TIB:; 
CŒ Ï̂ISSIOH OIT HUÎIâïï PIGIIT3 PELATIITG TO THld SITBATIOÎI 

OP mUiU RIGHTS m EQlIATORIâL GïïnîSil 

10 October I9OO 

(1) Terms 03? reference of the Expert coHl npon himis 

(a ) to help the GoTCrnmont to take the necessary measures for the f n l l 
re-establishment of hninan r ights , tolcing into consideration the recommendations 
made by the Special Rapporteur and the economic, p o l i t i c a l and social facts of 
the cou.ntry, 3Jid 

(b) to act a,s the Secretary-General ho o.dviser so that he ca,n provide the 
necess3 . ry assistance to help the Grovernment in taking the necessary measures 
for the fu l l re-establisliment of hu]-nan r ights . 

(2) The principaH objective is the achievement of the fu.ll re-establishnent of 
human r ights . The principal means v/ill be the actions by the Government and the 
assistance of the United Hâtions. 

( 3 ) I vSuggest, therefore, t he follov/ing; 

The Expert 's assistance v/ould comprise a plan of three stages v/hich v/ill be 
put into e f f ec t taJoing into consideration the "conditions of the country, i t s 
socio-culturaH heritaige a.nd also keeping in miind the urgency that every 
Government should have in the f i e l d of the e f f ec t i ve im.plementation of 
human r ights . 

In the f i r s t stage the Expert should miaJco a reviev/ of the exist ing 
l e g i s l a t i on in Equatorial Guinea. Attention should he given to the Decrees 
issued by the Supreme Mi l i tary Council from 3 August 1979 unt i l Hovember I9SO in 
the economic, sociai and p o l i t i c a l f i e l d s . He should also consider the customary 
lav/s of. Equatorial Guinea, as v/ell a s t h e lav ;s , practices and ?celevant 
jurisprud-ence of the S^panish system in that coujitry. As a praxt ical m.atter, 
adequate attention should be given to the situation af fect ing labour conditions 
on cacao pla,ntations. 

Likewise, the Bxipert v/ould lielp the GovernD,ie.nt to examine the manner in v/hich 
the i r Decrees should be huplemented anid to v/hat extent the c i t i zens are acquerirbed 
with thewi a.nô. can msJce use of them to protect the ir fundamentaH r ights and 
freed.oms. 

In that f i r s t s t a g e , t h e Expert could suggest nev/ decrees and reforms to the 
Government, v/ith a viev/ to strengthening the " x a l e of l a w " . In. other words, "a 
Govermient by laws and not by men " , v/hich v/ill miake possible the defense of huma.n 
r ights . 

The functioning of the Courts of Justice - the tra.ditional as v/ell as the 
formal or modern - v/ould be a verj^ Hriportant pa3:"t of the v/ork of the Expert. 

http://fu.ll


E/GÏ Ï .4/1439 
Annex I I I 
pa,ge 2 

As 8, result of the revio\/ of the l e g d sjatem, -fclie Expert could make -fco the 
G-overnment of Equatoria.1 Guinea the preliminarj- r ecoE i iaendat ions that ho dcecis 
apjoropriate, apart from the ones that con Id he mia.de l a t e r on, hj one or more 
experts ~ lavp/ers or professors O:L la\v appointed, hp the United Uations ~ in 
agreement v.'lth the Government and in, c onsu l t a tmrL vm-f̂ ,: tlru Expert. The experts 
w i l l advise the Goverrmennb in the drafting of laws and codes required for the 
improvement of the system for vhe project ion and promotion of human r ights . 

( 4 ) In the second stage, attention should ho given fco t h e tasl: of di-afting a 
Constitution and. to preparing gradual mieasures that v.-ill allo'.r tho c i t i zens to 
part ic ipate in a constiuct'ive arid responsible way .in bhe consid-eration and 
approval of the new Constitution. The lega l measures t h a t v ; i l l be put into 
e f f e c t , in accord.o.nce v/ith \;hcit has been suggested in the f i r s t sta-ge, w i l l 
f a c i l i t a t e the measures lead.ing t o tiie d,raftinc o f the Constitution in the 
second, steige. 

I t v;ould be advisable t o g ive more iiicentive to the c i t izens of 
Ecfuatorial Guinea vdio f led t h e country d.uring the Macias Governmient to 
other countries (Cameroon, Gabon., Nigeria and Spain, in pa .rt icular) to 
return to their cjvra country. I t v;ould be especial ly good to give .more assurances 
t.o the professionaUs a.nd, general ly speaking, to the in te l l e c tua l s , and make them. ^ 
f ee l that they w i l l be sa,fe in their ov;n country and t h a t they w i l l be allowed 
to pa.rticijja.te in a creative UD.V in 3M]. sectors o f tn.e x-econstruction of the 
oomxtry. 

Also in the second ota.ge, the .improvement of the exist ing conditions in the 
ed.ucational system a s \vell as in bhe f i e l d of the status o f v/oraen, .freedom of the 
press, public health and -bra.ining o f pniblic employees (an adequa.te s,ys'bGm of c i v i l 
serv ice ) should be promoted. 

( 5 ) In the third stage, a Constitutional Convention o r Constibuent Assembly 
should be convened to d j?af t a new Constit.ut.ion and sn.bsequeritlj'' a, referendum should 
be cal led vjith the purpose o f subm.i'bting the nev; Constitution t o the approval of 
the c i t i zens . In this stage the participe!, bion o f p o l i t i c a l part ies v;ould be 
envisaged or, a.t l east , gjroups representing various socia'.l sectors o f society 
should be able t o express t l ie ir opinion on the referend'um. 

( 6 ) In t h e opinion of the Expert, t h e a,ssi3'ba.nce referred t o in operative 
paragraph 2 o f resolution 33 (XXiVl) o f t h e Commiission on Iboman Jiightc i s t o ^ 
be considered as an integral part o f -fchis Plan. Moreover, in the opinion of V 
the Expert, a l l e f for ts must be made t o m.obilise help and assistance to 
Equatorial Guinea in accordiance v/ith the terms of pa.ragraph 5 o f 
resolution, 33 (̂ CKXVl) o f the Commission on Iluiiian Eights. 

( 7 ) In the opinion o f t h e Expert, t'le 'Onited Nations, and in part icular the 
Co/nmission on Ihiman Rights, should make periodic evaluations o f the iiûplementation 
of this Plan, beariiit-; in .m.ind the terms o f resolubion 33 (SCG/l) o f the 
Commission on Hwian Rights and o f resolurbion. 34/123 of tho Croneral Assembly. 

(8 ) The Expert, with his staf f , v/ould. arr ive in, Ma.l.abo in, bhe covtrse of the 
fou.rth v/eek o f November I9SO. , lie v/ould stay one week in the country and v/ould 
v/ork ma.inly v/ith Goverrm'ionb o f f i c ia . l3 principa.ll;;:'' in, Mala.bo a.nd Bata.. He v/ould 
also liave talks v/ith nrivate c i t i zens . 

http://mia.de
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( 9 ) The Government should designate a high-ranking official to act as 
Liaison with the necessary authority to secure access to Government officials and 
to facilitate the mandate of the Expert in other respects as v/ell, before and 
during the visit of the Expert to Equatorial Guinea. 

( 1 0 ) The Expert and his sta.ff vrouJd receive all necessary facilities to 
accomplish the mandate as v/ell as full diplomatic privileges and immunities 
and security protection. 
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TEXT OE LETTER EROII IIR. AOTOIflO t'lBA IDOÎ-IC-0, TECIHTIGAL 
SECRETARY GEIIERAL, imilSTRY OE PORSIGII AFFAIRS, REPUBLIC 
OF ETJATORBiL GUBIEA, TO MR, TIÎGO C. VAN BO'JEl^, DIRE'CTOR 

LKISIOF OF HII-IAÎT RIGHTS, PATEP 1? OCTOBER 1930 

Dear Mr. Director, 

I v-rish to re fer to your let te i - of 14- October I9OO regarding the detai led 
working plan prepared by Professor Vol io Jimenez for his future mission to the 
Republic of Equatorial Guinea, in accordance with the mandate given to 
him by the Gonmiission of Human Rights in compliance v/ith resolution 33 (X}GXVl) 
on "the situa.tion of Huma,n Rights in Equatorial Guinea". 

In this respect, I wish to inform you that the Guinean Government has 
accepted the entire v/orking pl<an and has tolcen the necessary measures in order 
to fac i l i to , te the v/ork of Professor Volio Jimionoz during the course of his 
mission in Equatorial Guinea. 

On the other hand, I wish to re i terate my Goverment's disposit ion to 
co-operate v/ith the Hnited Nations mission, a,o v/ell as i t s i-/ish to receive 
any suggestion that you deemi necessary for the good accomplishment of the 
iriission of Professor Vol io in my country. 

Please accept, Mr. Director, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Antonio Mba Ndongo 
Technical Secretai>y General 
Ministry of Foreign A f fa i rs 
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PROGEAI#ÎE OP WORK, ivl-îSHDED IH THE LIGHT OP COHVERSATIONS WITH THE LM-IBERS 
OP PROTOCOL, FOR THE PIIS3I0H OF THE E.XPERT IH EOUATORLA.L GUBEA 

Thursday, Morning 
27 November 

Afternoon 

Friday, Morning 
28 November 

Afternoon 

Saturday, Morning 
29 November 

Afternoon 

Sunda.y, Morning 
30 Hovember 

1 December 

Tuesday, 
2 December 

Wednesday, 
3 December 

Morning 

Afternoon 

Morning 

Afternoon 

Discussion of the prograrmme of ,/ork -Arith the 
representatives of the Co~ordin?.tor 

Interviev/ v/ith Mr. Federico Mesa B i l l Conguo, 
Technical General Secretary of the Technical Board 

Interviov;o v/ith Mr. Sanz Bay6n (Spanish Judge - Assessor) 
Mr. Bonneaaa (iLO Expert) 
Radio and te l ev i s ion directors 
Ebaaio journal ists 

Religious leaders 

Commissioners ; 

In ter ior 
Labour 
Phhvcation 
Health 

Lavjyers 

V i s i t to a fa,rm 

V i s i t to Luba 

Tradit ional chiefs 
Nuns, re l ig ious leaders 

V i s i t to Ba.ta, 

Provincia.l o f f i c i a l s 
Religiovis leaders, la.v/yers, educators 
Secretaries of Justice, In ter ior , Ladoour, Health, 
a chief prison o f f i c e r , a judge 

Return from Bata 

Courtesy vaisit to the F i rs t Vice-President 

Continuation of conversations v/ith Plinistry o f f i c i a l s 

Courtesy v i s i t to the President of the Suprem.e Mi l i ta ry 
Council 
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i ' m n e x V j 

LIST OP LA¥S, EECKEE-LA¥S, LEGISLATIVE BILLS, COMUN-IQEES AI© OTHER OPEICIAJ 
THSTRUMEHTS PROI-rOIjC-ATEB BET̂ /JEEN 3 ABGUST 1979 MJ) ÏÏOVEMER 1979 J"^© 

TRAITSMITTEB -TO TEiï! E]ril"PT BIIRIEG PIS VISIT TO MLABO 

Ho. Bescription Bate DUO j e c L. 
Bate of 

transmission 

1/1979 Becree-Law S August 
1979 

2/1979 Decree " 

3/1979 Becree-Law 12 August 

4/1979 Decree-Law 

Cofflmuniq.ué I 3 Auigust 

4/1979 Decree 21 August 

5/1979 Decree-Law I6 August 

Ordering a general amnesty 
for :-J-l p o l i t i c a l prisoners 

Provid-ing for the re-opening 
of churches in the Republic 

Decreeing the rest i tut ion of 
property belonging to c i t izens 
of Equatorial Guinea 
confiscated by the d ic tator ia l 
regimio of ex-President Masie 
Hguema Biyogo 

Ordering the removal of the 
names of ex-President Masie 
Hguema Biyogo and m,embers of 
his family from, monuments, 
h is tor ic s i tes and works of 
a,rt of national im,portance in 
the Republic of ]3quatorial 
Guinea 

l i f t i n g the curfew and tota l 
consolidation of mi l i tary 
power throughout the national 
t e r r i t o ry fol lowing the f l i gh t 
of ex-dictator 
Pra,ncisco Macias Hguema. into 
the jungle 

v./ithdra,waEL from circulation 
of the new currency unit, the 
ekpwele 

27 Hovemiber 
198 0 

ibnplifying Decree-La'w 
Ho. 4/1979 of 12 August 
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ÎIo. Description Date Sa'o.iect 
Date of 

transmission 

vet 19 Angast 
1979 

5/1979 Decree 

6 / 1979 Decree-Law 

6/1979 Decree 

7/1979 Decree-Law 

7/1979 Decree 

21 August 

20 -August 

22 August 

-1 August 

22 August 

Concerning the meeting ah which 
i t vras unanimously a.groea hy 
accls'.mation 'to appoint as Chief 
of State and Govemmient of the 
Republic of Equatorieh Guinoa 
and'Commander-in-Chief of the 
hational Armed Forces, thus 
conferring on him, the 
Supreme Commiand of the 
operational Arm.ed Forces, 

. Lieiitenant-Colonel Obiang 
hguem.a<, I'-lbasogo, President of 
the Supreme Military•Council 

Setting up the Technical Board 
of the Supreme Mi l i tary Covmcil 
of the Republic of Fquatorial 
Guinea, 

Rehabil itating the hational 
Coat-of-Arm.s, as adopted 'by the 
xlepresentativ-es of t'he Guinean 
people on tlie occasion of tho 
accession of the country to 
national independence on 
12 October I968 

Appointin-- Mr. Ihorencic Maye-Elai 
Mangue as First Vice-President of 
the Supreme Mi l i tary Council of 
the Republic 

Abolishing the t i t l e s of hational 
Guard, People 's M i l i t i a , Marines, 
Armed Pol ice and Phinicipal Guard 

Appointing Mr. Salvador Ela 
hseng Ahegue as Second Vice-
President of the Supreme 
Idilita-iy Council of the 
Republic 

27 hovember 
198 0 , 

V'1979 Decree-Law 21 August Approving and granting compensapion 
indemnities and pensions to mi l i tary 
and c i v i l personnel v;idowod, 
orphaned or maimed as a result of 
the struggle to overthrow the 
d ic ta tor ia l regime of ex-;president 
Masi Nguema Biyogo 
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No. Description Date Subject Date of 
transmission 

8/1979 Decree 

9/1979 Decree 

Notice 

10/1979 Decree 

37/1979 Decree 

38/1979 Decree 

39/1979 Decree 

40/1979 Decree 

41/1979 Decree 

42/1979 Decree 

43/1979 Decree 

22 Ausust 
1979 

22 August 

?5 August 

25 August 

13 September 

13 September 

Appointing Mr. Eulogio Oyo Riquesa 
as Mi l i tary Cjovernor of the 
Pro^rince of Bioko and. Technical 
Board Delegate of the Suprem ê 27 November 
Mi l i tary Council I98O 

Appoint.ing Mr. Eructuoso î-îba 
Onana Nchamia as Mi l i tary Governor 
of the P?covince of Eio Muni and 
Technical Board Delegate of the 
Supreme Mi l i tary Council " 

Ordering ttie reinstatement of 
farm workers " 

Approving the Organic Regulations 
of the TechnicaJ- Board of the 
Supreme Mi l i tary Council of the 
Renublic " 

Setting up the Consulate of 
Equatorial Guinea at Madrid 

Releasing Mr. Alejandiro Evuna, 
Owono Asangono from his post 3.s 
/imbass3,dor and Permanent 
Representative of Equatorial 
Guinea at the United Nations 

Appointing Vn?. .llejandro Evuna 
Owono Asangono as .Aoabassador 
Extraordina-ry and Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of Equatorial 
Guinea, in. Spain 

15 September Approving the Rules of Procedure 

13 September 

19 Septemd^er 

L9 September 

19 September 

of the Sub-Comraission for the 
National Development Plan 

Appointing Mr. Gabriel Andombe 
Buanga as Birector of the Credit 
and D8velo-om.ent Bank 

Appointing Mi-;'. Patr ic io Eka 
Nguema as Governor of the Central 
Bank of Equa.to.rial Guinea 

Changing the names of the present 
Staite Banks 
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ITo. Description Date 

44/1979 Decree 

45/1979 Decree 

46/1979 Decree 

Order 

5 October-
1979 

10 October 

3 October 

13 September 

Subject -- Date of 
transmission 

- Appointing -the Chief o-f the -
.Land Forces Mr. Marcelo Ekong 
Avrong to the post of Associate 
Militarjr Comissioner of the 
Commission for Finance and Trade 27 Hovember 
in charge of national banlcs 1930 

Proclaiming a generah amnesty 
in fa^vour of a.ll Equatoricil 
Guinea na-tionals l i v ing abroad 
as po l i t i ca fL refugees " 

Appointing Mr. Julian Esono Aba 
Ada as Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the 
Republic of Equatorial Guinea 
in Paris.; Fratnce " 

Appointirig Mr. Faustino Hguema 
Esorio as F irst Secretary of the 
Embassy of Equatoirial Guinea at 
Madrid, Spain " 

Order 13 September Appointing Mr. /sntonio Sba.le 
iiyingono as Consul for 
Equatorial Guinea at Madrid, 
Spain 

Order 

Order 

17 September 

19 September 

.Appointing Mr. Eugenie Abeso 
Mondu Okomo as Officer of the 
Embassy of Equatorial Guinea 
at M3,drid, Spain 

Appointing Mr. Martin Hcogo Eyi 
as Deputy Governor of the Central 
Ba-nk of Equa/torial Guinea 

Order .Appointing Mr. dindres .Hko Ivasa 
as Comptroller-Generah of the 
Central Bank of Equa/torial 
Guinea. 

Order 

Order 

Appointing Mr. Eugenic Ebozogo 
Ayang as A.ssista.nt Comptroller-
General of the Centra.l Bank of 
Equa.torial Guinea 

.•Ippointing Mr. Luis H!cu.mu Ela 
as Deputy Director of the Credit 
a.nd Developm.ent Bank 
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Ho. 

1-1979 

2-1979 

Description Date Snbject 

Order 

Order 

Order 

Order 

Order 

Order 

Executive 
order 

Executive 
order 

Circular 

Date of 
transmission 

19 Septem,ber 
1979 

26 September 

18 September 

20 September 

28 September 

7 September 

18 September 

Appointing Mr. Mauricio Ebozogo 
as Cashier of the Credit and 
Development Bank 

Appointing Mr. Victoriano Boncanca 
Bojeta as Chief Cashier of the 
Central Bank of Equatorial Guinea 

Appointing Mr. Eulogio Cyo Riquesa 
as President of the Chamber of 
Commerce, Agriculture and Forestry 
of the Province of Bioko 

Changing the sym.bols on car 
reg istrat ion plates in the 
Province of Bioko 

Baying dovm regulations concerning 
movement and t ra f f i c on public and 
urban highways 

Fixing post ad. rates applica,ble 
in the Republic of Equatorial 
Guinea 

Establishing the maximum legaH 
working day 

Regulating the sta.tus of Sundays 
and feast days as days of rest 

Baying dowi regulations for 
dispensing national pharmaceutical 
products 

27 Hovember 
1980 

1-1979 Circular 

2-1979 Circular 

51/1979 Decree 

11 September On transactions in cocoa during 

19 September 

?3 Octobei-

the 1979/1980 crop yeaj 

Baying down regulations f o r 
' settirig up private conmiercial 
es tablishmen t s 

Granting a grace period of 60 days 
to allow foreign owners of 
agricultural undent adding s dealing 
in cocoa, co f fee , palm o i l and 
other products whose oi/mership i s 
duly accredited by enrolment in 
the Register of Properties of the 
Republic of Equatorial Guinea, to 
resume exploi tat ion of their farms 
previously abandoned 
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¥,0. Description Date Subject Date of 
transmission 

1/1979 Law 

11/1979 Decree-Law 

2/1980 Decree 

7/198O Decree 

II2/198O Decree 

2/1980 Decree-Law 

3/1980 Decree-Law 

124/1980 Decree 

128/1980 Decree 

4/1980 Decree-Law 

I29/198O Decree 

130/1980 Decree 

17 November 
1979 

7 December 

8 January 

22 January 

7 February 

3 March 

12 March 

17 March 

29 March 

3 Apri l 

7 A Apri l 

21 Apri l 

On the investment of foreign 
ca,pital in the Republic of 
Ecuatorioh Guinea 

On the general organization 
of labour 

Setting up the Inst i tutes of 
Intermedia,te Ed-ucation of 
Evinayong (îh.o Muni) and 
Pagula Island (BioJco) 

Fixing miinimumi wa,ges in the 
agr icul tural , l i vestock and 
forestry sectoi-s 

Prohibiting senior o f f i c i a l s 
in the Administration from 
enga.ging in commercial 
a c t i v i t i e s for p ro f i t 

Setting up the new legal and 
admiinistrative structure of 
the NationaM Terr i tory of the 
Republic of Equatorial Guinea 

On the legaJ- regime of the 
Centra,l State Admhnistration 

Rehabil itating amd restructuring 
the SociaJ. Security,/- Inst i tute 

Regulo/bing f ree medicad. and 
pharmaceutical assistance to the 
various sectors of population of 
Guinea 

Declaring the penal, c i v i l , 
m.ercantile, administra.tive, laJoour 
aud militar;/ laws in force up to 
12 October I96O a^pplicable on a 
s-uhsidiaiy basis in the Republic 
of Equatorial Guinea 

Regulating tair i f fs f o r e l ec t r i c 
power consumption 

Ordering the change in name of the 
Pagula Island (fonmerly Annobon) 

27 hovember 
I98O 

29 hovem.ber 
1980 

3 Decemfber 
1930 
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Description 

6/1900 lecree-La-, 

I 3 2 / 1 9 8 O Decree 

I 3 7 / 1 9 8 O Decree 

8/1980 Decree-Law 

I 4 1 / 1 9 8 O Decree 

1 / 1 9 8 0 Minister ia l 
Order 

I 4 6 / 1 9 8 O Decree 

I 4 9 A 9 8 O Decree 

2 1 A 9 8 O D ecree-naw 

GOVEKHMEH-T BILLS 

Decree-Law 

A 9 8 O Decree-Le.w 

Decree 

Statute 

Organic law 

Date 

8 î-Iay 

91 i iay 

Date of 
transmission 

4 July 

17 June 

10 July 

8 August 

Setting up the Mardship 3 Decemher 
Courts for Minors 198O 

Laying down regulations 
governing import and 
distribution l icences in the 
Eopublic of Equatorial Guinea 
for foreign publications " 

Setting up a labour protection 
fund within the Ministiy of 
LadDour and establishing a 
voca;tional training quota, " 

On law and order " 

Setting up the Technical Assistance 
Co-ordination Office for Equatorial 
Guinea, " 

Eegula.ting the establishment of 
depots for the storage and-
distribution of pharmaceuticai 
products, dirug dispensaries and 
f i r s t aid posts " 

Approving the Publ ic i ty Staiute " 

15 Septemdoer On the struictince and fijnctioning 
of the provinciai governments and 
d i s t r i c t ai,dministrations 

17 September On the esta,blishment of the 
Secretariai of Staie for the 
Promotion of Women's Interests 

.5 January On c i v i l servants " 

On basic he a i t h " 

Declaring farmers' groupings in 
the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. 
as agraa-ian bodies of special 2 Decemdoer 
interest I98O 

Regulating the fanmers' groupings 
in the Republic of Equatorial 
C-uinea 

On the Judicial Power 28 November 
I98O 



E/CÏ Ï .4/1439 
ijmex V I I 

iUTIlfôCj/II 

TEXT OP THE lETTER /iPEEESSEP BY PROFESSOR PERÎT/IIDO VOLIO, EXPERT APPOMTEB BY 
THE COJ\MISSIOH OH IRJKAH RIGHTS TO MVAL C»MiELDER ELOEEHCIO HAYE ELA MAHGHE, 
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT OP THE SHPREî'IE MILITARY COHNCIL AÎ© MILITiiEY COMIISSIONEE, 
MHTISTRY OF FOEEIGH /iFFAIRS OF T.HE REPUBLIC OF EQUATORIiiL GUINEA, 
B/iTEB 5 DECEMBER I98O 

Dear Mr. Vice-President; 

I have the honotir to transmit to you. the annexed document em,hodying 
observations and preliminary recommendations concerning m.y mhssion. 

I talce this opportunity to re i te ra te the assurctnces of my highest consideration. 

Ferna.ndo Volio Jimenez 
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TEXT OP TELEGRAM PROM î-IR. PRIETO, ASSISTANT PIRECTOR, PIVISIOM OP HDMiW RIGHTS, TO 
MS. MERREM, LirPP RESIDENT PIiP.PE,SEîTTATry7" EOR EPHATORIAL GLMÎÎEA, HATED 8 DECSI-IBER I98O 

Merrem fromi Priei:o UHATIOHS Geneva. 

iUiA ¥ould yon kindl.y de l i ver to i i r s t Vice-President and Minister for Foreign Affa„irs 
¥ir. Florencio Maye PHa fol lowing message a.ddressed to Him by Prof. Vo l io : 

"Following m.y v i s i t to Eqaa.toriaH Guinea I would l i k e to e;cpress once a.gaàn my thanks 
for your co-opera,tion and a l l the help received, enabling mxe to carry out my mission 
a.nd to inform the Gomanission on Hum>ai,n Rights at i t s forthcoming session. I t i s 
extremely important that I should be adole to include in m.y report jo'o:c Governmient ' s 
comjnents on the preliminary recomimendiations I submitted for i t s consideraution duiring 
miy v i s i t to Maladbo on 3 Decemdoer. I should be glad i f the observations or comments 
by your Government could be transmitted as early as xoossible to the Division of 
Humian Rights, United Nations Office at Geneva. I tai<:e this opportunity to réitérante 
the expression of my highest consideration". 

BBB I wish to express to you our a,ppreciation f o r the invaluable assistance that you 
extended to Prof, Volio and our colleagues. 
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