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niTRODUCTIOII TO THE R E P O R T OP THE EXPERT, 
P R O F E S S O R PSRH/UÏDO VOLIO 

îir. Cliaàrman^ 

Allow me to pr-. oont my compliaon ÛG to yc-. to the other distinguished members 
of -this Commirjsion and to introduce the report which the Commission asked me, at i t s 
thirty--si::th session, to maize on the human rights situation in Equatorial Guinea, 

I accepted the tack entrusted to me by the Secretary-General of the 
United nations of serving as Expert in accordance with the Coraiaiooion's 
resolution 33 (XXXVI) because of the honour i t represented and because of the 
opportunity i t gave me of further serving the Commission and the people of 
Equatorial Guinor.. 

I wish to thanl: Irr. Abulr-diim, A» P.r-ah-, Unijor-Socretarjr-Goneral, Department of 
Technical Co-operation for Development, Ilr,' Gordon K. Gotuidrey, Assistant 
Secretary-General of the same Department, Ilr- ])onald E. P i tspatr ick, Special 
Assistant fo r Po l i t i c a l and Humanitarian A f fa i r s , and PIr. Thco C. van Boven, Director 
of the Division of Husian Rights, fo r the i r valuable assistance during the preparation, 
in Hew York, of my second v i s i t to Equatorial Guinea, 

I also \iish to e::press my gratitude to ilr. ven Boven, IIi'. Ramon Pr ie to , 
Assistant Director of Lhe Division of Ifuman j-?ights, , and Itr. Pace, Secretary of the 
Commission, f o r their equeJ-ly valuable aid in the execution of r.iy mandate. In Malabo, 
Mr. Gerd Merrem of IJillDP provided most helpful aocistance for my mission. P wish to 
drair special attonbion to the e f f i c i en t irork of end the extensive and knox;lcdgable 
assistance given to mo by the o f f i c i a l s who accompanied me to Equatorial Guinea, 
Mr, Hilman Djajasasij.'ita, a Professional o f f i c e r from the Division of Ikiraan Rights, and 
Mrs. Yvonne Santa Eugenia, a cocretary from that Divis ion. 

I be l ieve that the report I have prepared for the Comciission in document 
E / C P . 4 / 1 4 3 5 i s sel f-explanatory. At l eas t , I think that i t sets cut the essence of 
what I ss,W; observed and thought i t appropri: .te to recommend in fulf i lment of my 
mandate. However, I f ec i that I should stress the following points:; 

(a ) On cliis occasion, my m.ission vrr,s, x ĵ"l"''-'i-'-i"'lly s "to consult' or advise, aJ though 
I did also carry out invest igatory a c t i v i t i e s necessary to that end. Li 1 9 7 9 ? on the 
other hand, my purpose in being in Equatorial Guinea was, bas ica l ly , to invest igate ; 

(b) This report i s based on the Three-Stage Plan for assistance to Equatorial 
Guinea in the fu l l restoration of human r ights which I suggested to the GrOvernment of 
that country in Hew York. This Plan having been approved by the Govemraent, I was 
sure of the guidelines for riy worlc (see pai'agrruph 1 0 of the report). ; 

( c ) At the end of my v i s i t to Equatorial'. Guinea, i submitted to the Govearnment, 
both ora l ly and in v/riting, my preliminaxy observations md suggestions, v/hich were, 
basice-ll^r, favourably received (sec paragraphs 27 and 20 of the r epo r t ) . However, 
the Government hao not yet formcJ.ly expressed i t s opinion on them in wr i t ing ; 
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( o ) bis This \;ir!ic I xocusod en the ".o.;;isI:^t,ion pronrl{rateci in tho countrjr, 
part ie LU ar ly cinca niy f i j v î t v i c i i ihat i s , cince rTcvoraier 1>79 •- v-hica I l e l t 
was ijnporiaiit i)y roaGou i i s i-iaiuj.-o aaa o-intoni^ ia^? ilio iaproveiaent of ths huraan 
ra,'7li"a:: ;;J.ti!at:Lon, I -il-..a aoraiiani'^i (-a a nunj'î nr o i b i l l a -rhich I -̂raî:; ia ld vrorc looing 
drafted and Gagp'ontod faa stoa • -àiiaa';. .a-, PC îad.p t; 'a:a.."-:cb taa prcaacst possible 
banefit frain alj, that l-^pit-lativo of f o r t ; 

(d) I pave 0. GpGcir.l place ia iny prclininary obcarvaa.ionc: to the tiiao-table for 
the adoption of a deKocrr.tic '"cnobi aation in Eoaatorial G-ainaa and to the procedure 
for the draft ing; discasaion and aroniulpation of t]a.^ oorroGpondinp teat (see 
paragraph j2 (q) of the r epo r t ) : 

( o ) After I had e:,ia:iitt<-'d to i a the above-'iienticnod diet of o boc r aa t i onG , 
during the oi'ternocn preceding ray departure, the Governnent .provided mo ai th copies 
of other lavrs and b i l l a ; viîiich, I had requested. I otudiad thcec docuacntci af ter mj 
return to my own country. I t i s on the b a s i s of a l l the information I had gathered 
a,nd of my previous experience that I dreu up the Conclusions and Hcconiraondations 
contained in ay present report ; 

( f ) The lïieas'ures I reco^end nre feas ib le end sho;;ld bo impleciented, because 
they woTxLd help to place the national reconstruction e f for t to xdiich the people and 
Government of EquatoriaJ- Guinea have pledged themselves in the context of a d.emiocratic 
s ty le of l i f e and of governmont, thereby leading to the fu l l restoration of fundamental 
freedoms in th,at long-suffering country. The suggestions laoale in the reiport naturally 
telle ini;o account the economic » p o l i t i c a l and social circumstances prevai l ing in 
Equatorial Guinea and tlie d i f f i cu l t i e s inseparable from any democratic form of 
po 1 i t ica,l organ;LZation; 

( g ) The question of tho time--to,ble for the a.doption of a constitution and the 
normalization of po l i t icod l i f e i s in t r ins i ca l l y , the most important. This aspect of 
the qucsbion of Equatorial Guinea must not bo overlooked; 

(h) The report suggests pract ical m-'asures for tiie rcclif^ation of i t s proposals. 
For e:cample, i t would be advisable, f o r ch,e purposes of giving e f fec t to tho laws 
"bhat have been or are about to be pi-omulgatedj for the Government to estaiolish a 
review commission which would report to the President of the Supreme E i l i t a r y Council 
(see paragraphs 5 2 ( p ) a;'id 9^ f̂ i ''die r epo r t ) . As regards bhc constitution, the 
drafting comi'n.ittee proposed in the report (see pnaagraphs 32 (k ) and (q ) and 0 9 ) should 
be set up as soon as por;sible; before this i s dcnoj the country must be endowed ' à th 

cha.rter' of fundcamontal freed.oms th.a.t wc-uld servo to protect a l l ibs inhtabitunts and 
would, a.t the same time, form the basis of the legal system. To this end, the report 
recommends tha t tho Govornraent shou ld axlopt the Universal Doclai'ation of lîumian ItLghts 
as a national lav; and that i t shoujjl acc;Gde to the bnited nations International 
Covenants on Civ i l and Po l i t i c a l Rights and Econorjic, Social s,nd Cultural Rights 
(see parcXgraph p2 (_k) of tho reporb) ; 

( i ) The spec ia l i s t or spocia l is ts in constitutional l;iw mentioned, in tho report 
woi.\ld. o.scist bho Govern::iaat in tax 'fjovo •w'o boskr., and in bho process of guaranteeing 
the freedoms of association, o:uprossion a.nd asi^'-iably idiich a r e essential to tho 
fulf i lment of the pirn re lat ing to the conotitv-tion; 
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( j ) .Since there are already spec ia l is ts co-operating actth the Govorniaent in 
varions f ie lchs under b i la te ra l and multilatereJ. assir;tsjice programineSj and since I 
propose in my report that uhe United Uaaions shoi:ld make ovai lable any othe:;' c:aierts 
x-/ho liiay prove to be r e q u i r e d ; i t wo idd b ' ' very t'Olpful i f the neu spec ia l is ts formed 
a group co-ordanated by a person to be appointed by the Socratary-Genoral, That Group 
would also be responsible f o r co-crdinating i t s own work adth that o f the spec ia l is ts 
?:,lready serving in the country (see paragraphs o-j-iyj of the r epo r t ) ; 

.The 3,s3istance to irhich I have referred, l i ke that mentioned in the 
operative part of Commission on human Flights resolii^bion 35 (XXXVl), choulil be 
considered as an integral part of the international conm.unitys plans for aid to the 
Govexmient of Ikuatorirf. Guinea (see paragzcaphs 6 and 9 5 of the ropor'b); 

( l ) I propose in my- report that- the Com,mi3si.on on Humian Rights should make 
periodic .evaJuatiens of the situation in Equatarial Guinea (sec para-graphs 1 0 ( 3 ) -
a:ao 96 of -the "report). That would ena.ble tho Comraission to continu.e i t s constructive 
e f for ts and wmi.ld on,i:u.re tho.t the Governmient anO tho in t e l l i g en t and noble people of 
tho country would have the benefit of 'bhe views and acbion of the United Ikitions and 
i t s s-pecia.lizcd organ for the promotion and defo-nce of humum r ights . 

You w i l l r eca l l how instruct ive I found mjy disc-assions adth a select grotip of 
in te l l ec tua ls and brave pr iests from, EquatoriaJ- GuinOc'. during my f i r s t v i s i t to the 
country. They asked me udiy I had come .after .acacias ' s f a l l , and why the United Fations 
hpxl not come forv/ard, to help them and thiO people ::ifi a whole alien they had boon 
suffering from the d.ictator'o gro,ve errors . I am sure that no one here would wish 
the United Hâtions to la-p i t s e l f opon to any similar or, perhaps„ s t i l l harsher 
complaints in the future becau.se i t s current' e f for ts to ijromote tho fu l l restoration 
of Ixuman rights in Equatorial Guinea had f a i l ed for lack of an adequate follow-up to 
and evaluation of tho process now under van/; 

(ra) For my p a r t , I hav.-; tho imp.rGO,sion tha't the Government irould be particula^rly 
interested in maintaining i t s ti.es with the United Rations a.nd with the Commission, 
since that would help to increase th.e ini:ernationod comiïiunity' s confidence in 
Equatorial Guinea and therefore i t s wil l ingness to oo-opcra^e more vjitJi that country 
(vdiich has alwa,ys -preferred^ i.ntorna-bional co-oiperation to l,)ilakûeral co-o-pera.tion, 
the former being more consistant with the principle of the self-determination of 
peoples. Naturally, this does not preclude bi lateral co-operat ion) . Furthermore, 
such co-operation would malce i t easier for tlie Government to f u l f i l i t s intention of 
establishing a systera for the e f f ec t i ve protection of human rights., Democracy in 
Equatorial Guinea cou .̂d suffer a further disastrous so\:back i f fundaimental freedoms 
i/ere not f u l l y ro-ectablishod. 

(n) F ina i ly , 1 wish once again to oaprccs iny gratitude to the Government of 
EcpaatoricJ. G-cinea for tho co-operation i t ga.ve me in the discharge of r-r/ manda.te. 
I am co'nfidai-nt tha/c iiiy mission ad l l prove to have been of some benef i t . 

Thank you, lir. Chairman, 
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