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ADVISORY SERVICES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

Repor t of t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 

1. In conformity with r e s o l u t i o n 33 (XXXVI) of 11 March 1980 of the 
Commission on Human Righ t s , and dec i s i on 1980/37 of 2 May 1980, of t h e 
Economic and Soc i a l Counci l , the Secre ta ry -Genera l des igna ted 
Mr. Fernando Volio Jimenez as the Expert on the s i t u a t i o n in Equa to r i a l Guinea 
who, a f t e r a p p r o p r i a t e s c r u t i n y of the r e l e v a n t a spec t s of the s i t u a t i o n drew 
up a Plan of Action which the Secre ta ry-Genera l proposed t o the Government of 
E q u a t o r i a l Guinea by whom i t was accepted . The Economic and Soc i a l Council 
took note of t h i s plan by i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1982/36 of 7 May 1982. 

2 . On 15 August 1982, a new c o n s t i t u t i o n was drawn up under the supe rv i s ion 
of two c o n s u l t a n t j u r i s t s appointed on the advice of the Exper t . Since then 
the Expert cont inued t o provide advice in fu r the r implementation of the 
Plan of Action and accord ing ly , the Commission on Human Rights had before i t , 
a t i t s for ty-second se s s ion , a r epor t on p rog re s s in t h i s regard , inc luding 
information on the work accomplished by another team of two c o n s u l t a n t j u r i s t s 
a l s o appointed on the advice of the Expert in the con tex t of the 
implementation of the Plan of Act ion. 

3 . At i t s f o r t y - t h i r d sess ion the Commission on Human Rights adopted 
r e s o l u t i o n 198 7/36, in accordance with which the p r e sen t r e p o r t has been 
prepared . By t h i s r e s o l u t i o n the Commission reques ted the Secre ta ry -Genera l 
t o cont inue h i s c o n t a c t s with the Government of Equa to r i a l Guinea with the 
he lp and advice of the Exper t . The Commission a l s o reques ted the 
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Secretary-General to seek, taking into account the need to apply the Plan of 
Action, the manner in which adequate assistance could be extended to the 
Government in the context of this plan. 

4. On 7 April 1987 the Government of Equatorial Guinea communicated its 
observations on the report of the Consultant Jurists. Mr. Volio Jimenez, in 
his capacity as an Expert examined these documents and informed the 
Secretary-General that in the circumstances, particularly in view of the 
lenqth of time that had elapsed since the acceptance of the Plan of Action, 
steps should be taken to accelerate its process of implementation in order to 
ensure its ultimate purpose, which is to ensure that the protection of human 
rights in Equatorial Guinea is guaranteed by an adequate juridical system. 
For this purpose, and taking into account the observations of the Government, 
the Expert proposes that the accelerated implementation of the Plan of Action 
be entrusted to the National Codification Commission whose establishment the 
Government has announced in its observations, with the assistance of further 
technical expertise to be provided from within the Advisory Services programme 
in consultation with the Expert. 

5. The Secretary-General endorses this recommendation and with the advice 
and assistance of the Expert, intends to seek the views of the Government for 
the purpose of its earliest implementation. 


