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Your Excellenciesy

Delegates,

It is for me a great honour %o speak on the subject of Humen Rights

taking parte

At the presehf moment, I believe that this subje
concerns facing our continent, the death penalty

of Human Rights.

1. The Death Penalty, Human Rights and the QAU
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And still todays it is the Africans who are often actively - and cruelly -
contributing to the decrease in population and the human suffering which

prevail aon ths centinent.

Africa is the only continent #here tkhe reaéohAﬁg of the state and the good
relationships between states definitely stifle every protest and indignatiop
manifested and thuc there are frequent moments of ierror, executions, |
imprisonments which arise in certain African countries for instance ig
ggégyrcountry Bguatorial CGuinea., Do we have tc mention the fact that_theq
"Greece of colonels was expelled from the council of Burope after the
failure of numerous diplbmatié'and“écdnomic pressures applied on the milituxy |
junta so that it would restore the respect of Human Rights? We muét
none the less remember the reactions expressed in Mexico, Custa-Rica,

Venezuela, Peru following the bloody coup-d‘état in Chile in 197 3.

On 27 September; 1975, five Spanish people were assissinated'by tﬁe Franco :
dictatorship; the Spanish Government subsequently had to suspend its diplomatié
relations with several Western\Stgtes,‘thére:were also numerous official - |
protests coming from the highest echelons in government and the break )

in negotiations with the European Bconomic Community.

In my country the situstion is totally different., Since 1969, some few
kilometres from here; in Equatorial Guinea, not a single day passes |
without people being killed, tortured, imprisonncd, dispossessed, deprived

of all their ri hts. Until today, not one single African state hés raised :
its voice nor made the least protest, except Ni-eria which was 6bliged to staré
the process of the repatriation its nationals following serious threats !
of maltreatment they may be.subjected to in the hands of the bloodthirsty

i Macias. However, we cannétudoubt the faculty, the political maturity

and liberty which our states have in enabling the voice of justice and
Humanity to be heard! B
\

2. The Death Penalty in instances of emergency.

This was the subject proposéd to me by the organisers of the confereunce

o/}

and I would like to treat it in line with the following ideass-




a. The application of the death penalty in times of emergency is 1o

escape and run. away from problems and the results are always temporaly.

b, The death penalty in this context (state of emerg,ency) is not to the
advantage of the authorities who apply it.

e. TIn eliminating a person (or persons) who atrongly defends an idea

or an ideologys the ideas themselves are in no way whatsoever eliminateds

d. The authorities who apply the death penalty in cases of emergency

manifest signs of weakness and feals

3, The Death Penalty and the situation in Equatorial Guinea

To speak of the death penalty in Equatorial Quinea would be a

euphemisme. What we have 18 in effect summary executions, without trial
and consequentlys without any protection for the victimsS. It is not only
that there are no tribunalss therefore no judzes, a&ﬁocates, or
circumstancial judgement, but for the most parts there is simply no
motice whatsoever which is called upon to do awey with the barbaric
manner of eliminating human lives. The will of the President and his
soldiers—éuards is the supreme laws the only necessary and sufficienf

ground.

Since the 15th centurys the history of Bouatorial Quinea has been a hisﬁory
of immense tragedy., Our country is in a strategic position and during the
slave trade our islands of Fernandos FOO03 fnnobon; CoTriscos the greater
and lesser Blobeys Congag Mbagne and Cocotiers served 55 the base for the

supply of slaves.

During the time of colonial expansion the great powers also used our
jslands in the conquest of the continent, this was the case for example
with the Germans and Cameroon, the British and Nigeria, e French and
Gabon, the Portuguese and ingola, the Spanish and the eastern part of our
country. During the Spanish colonigation our peopley as many others, were
subjected to the will of a regime with forced labour used to feed the

colonialistse /4



As you can see, what Francisco Macias Nzuema - Life President of

Bquatorial Guinea is doing today is only a confirmation of an ola stony@

We are proud to be amon;, the peoples who fought and are still fighting
against the infamy and inexpressible sufferings brought about by
colonisation., Now thaf Africa nearing the completion of the task of
liberating herself, we cannot remain insensitive and inactive forced
with the misery and the treatment which afflict these victorious
peoples, governments which are certainly independent but which have
emeérged directly from cur "middle-age', our times of blood and tears,

i.ee the colonial cra,

What is onine an $n Banatamd A1 M-ines for example, is difficult to

describe, Horror reaches truly unimaginable heigbts and our continent
H as a whole bears the shame. Suffice if +r cnv *hat Fared with thisg

organised and systematic terror, more than & % 01 the population has

had to flee to Gabon, Cmeroon, and Nigerid.-

4, For the defense of Human Rights in Africa

In conclusion to what I have said T mich+ m-we fhe -~ -
our gontiRest b 2 s v ooty
i evolving from the great decolcnisation movement, whose responsibility'

would be the rebpect of Human Rights and the diffusion of the great humanl—

tarian principles. To this effect, it would be hoped that ov e
would constitute a supreme and impartial procedure v - wl@
aspistance of national and régional level ©t - take absolute

.charge of this tasks,

5. The Church_in 4frica.

During the colonial period, it was said that the African church was s sﬁppor:
for the foreign poiers. Today we can see that in many instances, even ;
at the risk of death, members of various churches have raised their ¢
voice against injustice and terror. ' In this way they have fully accompllsheJ
the mlSSlon of authentic representstives of African churches which are - f
prooccupied with the well-being of‘the peoples of our continent., They .
aré also pioneers, among others, cof the great movement for the respect

of Human Rlbh'hs which should be encmiTored aman~ mpam - ey .




For eiample, with regard to my country, Bquatorial Guinea, we should
contratulate the.Presbyterian Church of Camercon which has done a great
deal for Equatorial Guinea refugees and which, for these refugees,
constitutes their only support. We hope that soon the sister churches

in Gabon and Nigeria will follow this maxvellous example.

In chclusion, I wou%d like to take this opportunity to thank the
organisers of this conference, in particular, the Secretary General of
the AACC, Canon Burgess Carr, as well as Simon Phiri, Rev, Adegbola and
the Nigerian people for its kind hospitality, 4s for you, dear fricnds,
I thank you for your kind attentione
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